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upon the Union, much leſs to exhauſt ſo exten- 
ſive and important a ſubject; my ſole int 


is to ſubmit to the public judgment ſome few . 
reflections which have occurred to me. T figned - 


the "reſolutions for an Union in the county in 
which 1 reſide, and I wiſh to explain the motives 


which led me to 0 that np. 


1 5 SPELL 
ME 


% 


1 write in concert with! no man; I do not 


know that the point of view in which I ſee the 


ſubject is that of any other perſon. Theſe ar- 


> C - will, perhaps, pleaſe no party in- this 
divided country; I am content if they do no 


miſchief; but as a mode of argument of a new ; 
ſpecies has been introduced, unknown to Ariſtotle - 
or the moſt ſubtle of the ſchoolmen, that of bawl- 
ing out Rebel whenever a man is perplexed for 
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of this extraordinary \ weapon of political warfare. 
In the mean time, the reader will permit me to 
| reſt ſatisfied with the conſciouſneſs of my inno- 
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cence. I here are à number of topies which I ſhall Ty 


wholly omit, that deſerve to be attentively confi-- 


dered before a perſon comes to adecifion upon the IF 


| ſubject of an Union. It ought to be examined. 


| how ſuch a meaſure may affe& our 'commerce— 


15 acct Bat of * e EL iy. 
4 1, upon a mature confaderniicn of the fabjea, 


how the comforts of life may ſuffer by the in- 
creaſe of taxes how money may be withdrawn 
from the country by the abſence of conſiderable 


pProprietors in what degree our growing manu - 


factures may loſe or gain by this change in our con- 


dition ? and it will be proper to compare the poſ- 


fible detriment which may be apprebended under 
any of theſe heads, with the benefit whieh 1 
conceive will accrue. - + Th repeat it, I have no 
bother view in what Iwrite but to exhibit the ſub- 


5 ject to the Iriſh public, under an aſpect which . 
L pollibly have eſcaped them. I have no in- 
lereſt but in common with _ Iriſhman—the 


viewing it in all its lights; you fhall think an 
Union with Great Britain detrimental, in God's 
| Rs but * a raſh intem: 
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| their OO to the duſt. 


1 


8 bps lpsddes of mind to * bene; : 
do not ſuffer the beſt of paſſions, a zeal for your 
country, to be made the inſtrument of private 
ambition or private ſpleen; do not confirm the - 

charge which Has been frequently made againſt 


that you are equally light and precipitate 


5 in ppidbing and condemning. Be not miſled by 
the mock. enthufiaſm of men who were yeſterday © P 
the molt ſervile of courtiers, and would OP” 


| paſs for the warmeſt and moſt diſintereſted of 


patriots. It has often been obſerved that nations 


| are frequently the dupes of a word, of a po ue; 
of ſome prevailing humour and caprice which 
dextrous politicians icians have been lucky enough ſea- 
4 ſonably to hit, and uſe for their purpoſe. Thus: 
in 2 neighbouring country, we have ſeen the name 
of Republic and Liberty kindle enthufiaſm among 
7 the ſlaves of the moſt flagitious deſpòtiſm that 

ever 'feourged mankind, and ſoldiers torn from 
their homes by the iron hand of oppreſſion, ruſh 

into the field in defenee of thoſe very men Who 


ſent them to be butchered, whilſt they ground 
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"Have len any hand 1n 1 5 mon. 


which they are ſo anxious to ſupport? Are they 
not ane by the ſpecious Phraſes, of 2 8 


5 12 7 independene | 


4 
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8 en Ahe 4 imperial mais to 8 
the domination of a few who have for a century 


ſcourged them with all the bitterneſs of enmity | 


And prejudice? I would obſerve the greateſt de- 
ecorum in my expreſſions, I would not imitate the 


conduct of the opponents of the Union who have 


A adopted the language of inful io the Miniſter | 


whom they have for years been in the habits of 


fupporting, and railed at the Engliſh nation, in 


| expreſſions little ſhort of the en of ſedi- 
tion, while they confeſſed upon our connection 


with it our proſperity eſſentially depended. 1 


- would fly from the perſeeuting ſpirit of our pre- 
ſent rulers to the government of an enlightened 

and unprejudiced people; but 1 do not forget 
hat they are my rulers ſtill. -.I hope, therefore, 
| * ſhall obſerve due caution and circumſpeRion i in - 
my language; 3 if, > while they exhort us to cling 

to their government, as as to the model of human 

| legiſlation with all the ned] of patriotiſm, I ven- 


ture to expreſs a doubt whether it has been 28 ex · 


5 emplary as NPR: = ah it. 


- 
* 


8 tis an 3 which wut ſtrike every per- 
ſon ho has travelled on the continent of Europe, 
-- that the condition of the lower orders of our peo- 
ple is much inferior to that of the ſubjeRs of the 
worſt forms of government. | We are nid to en- 
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joy the bleſſings of the Briziſh conſtitution ; ab 
perienee, confirming the concluſions of theory, 3 
bas ſhewn the Britiſh conſtitution to be the 
nobleſt model of legiſlation that ever was deviſed 
by man. M hen we. contemplate Great Britain, 
we. contemplate A. noble ſpectacle; we ſee a 
ſmall iſland with a population comparatiyely in- 
confiderable, by the mere force of its polity and 
Jaws riſing toa degree of wealth and power Which 
places it at the. head of the European pajions, 
| Whether we look at the face of the country, OE.” 
_ gonfider the character of i its people, we ſee effects 3 
anſwerable to the boaſted excellency of its 4 
| vernment; 5 Plenty flouriſhing in its fields, neat- __ 
4 nei and a kind of rural elegance ſmiling in its | 
Cottages, its ports crowded. with ſhips, and its 
ſtreets reſounding with the buſy hum of content- 
ed induſtry ; Juſtice preſides in its councils, Va- 
Jour animates the exertions of its ſeamen and Tol- | 
diers, probity is the characteriſtie of its er - - 0 
2 i my ſturdy independenoe glows on the brow. _ 1 
of its peaſantry. Revolve the annals of hiftory, ö 
"eaſt your eyes on the moſt celebrated republics 
of antiquity, you: ſee nothing like Great Britain; 
dheir wild and irregular liberty could not main- 
. tain itſelf without many of the maxims and inſti- Hs 
tyrigns ag e ; an qutrageous, and free 
1 5 . 
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. queniiy corrupted pthes's was the forereign'; 
\ - their inſolent clamours often bürried the moſt op- 
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4 1 Fight and deſerving citizens to "exile and to death; 


WE 4 - they! baniſhed Cicero and they reafed' abs. 


din deſigns of Cæſar. No man could ſay with 

.  Copiidence, «I ſhall enjoy in my old age the ac- 
1 e of my youth; at my death I ſhall 
1 5 5 = leave to my children what 4 life of honeſt nd 


33 « perſevering induſtry has obtained. Wbat can 
3 equal the tri and impartial juſtice of the Britiſh 
5 Ir : tribunals, where the meaneſt individual has his 
claims fairly tried, and the meaneſt offerider r 18 
Protected by all 125 punctilious nicety of forms 

Aud all the lubtilities of legal in prey 
3 I have obſerved the face of the net in En fo 
28S - land and the charakter of its 15 people. F 
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HER What a painful. contraſt does I Ireland erbt 


K 5 | ; I might here dip.my pencil in black, and exerciſe 
1 ee LS. A the diſmal; Sogn 
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5 | | | rs of French delpotiſn wtithrlg 
„ to Ris wicked maſters, deſcribes with a terrible energy this 
| N onte flouriſhing province ; - * It is”; he fays, Ga heap of aſhes 
1 moiſtened with blood.“ Good God ! 1 is this the picture of a 
| % 78 : country 


7 
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EI 


. KF 8 which: night indlame the nl 
: ee of Sa. Pg ang 


A 


| rs 1 ts 2 whites ld 
happy iſland reduced to the ftuation of La Vendee, that we 
er; are to encounter all the dangers that we, ane to endure, allthe 


calamities of a revolution 8 It is true, the admi rers of the | 
late events in F rance, cannot think of liberty ' without thibk- | 


| ingof blood and ſlaughter. "There was a ſeditious ſong read in | 
; the courſe of the ſtate trials iu Lobdon written in this tate: 


Ido not exactly remember the words; but L know the tier of 


liberty was to be watered with blond ; .as'blogd, ig its water, 
murder is the fruit of this fatal tree; When, .citizen David 


$ exerciſes his pencil upon: an allegorical repreſentation of li 5 
ber ty according to the French notion of it, he will, no 


| doubt, chooſe for his model one of the drunken Poiſſardes 


whom he has often ſeen with frantic. looks and diſheyelled 


5 hair, with a reeking dagger in one hand, and a bottle of 


| brandy j in the other, beſtriding the pale and mangled carcaſe 
which her deſperate fury had levelled with the duſt. I con- 
feſs 1 cannot accommodate myſelf to this f image of liberiy.— — 


I bave been bitherto accuſtomed to aſſociate with that che- 


g riſhed Name, the ideas of beauty, health and; joy, of what- 
ever is lovely : and delightful i in the creation. The genius 
of civil diſcord i is repreſenied i in Virgil, bound. with a hun- 


dred fetters, and muttering threats of im pious vengeance with 


his blood-ſtained lips; but if this ſweeteſt and moſt elegant 


of Poets had employed his beautiful genius in finging the 


goddeſs chat once bleſſed his eduntey, he would have done it 
methinks, ing other notes; we ſhould have ſeen her i in his 
lays, arrayed i in ſmiles and attended by the Graces; 3 flowers 
. would have ſprung up. under her; adi at her appearance the 


Heayen | 


5 455 2 1 . 
e not one Cs who 1 exkew a ; 

"Tide a few miles from the capital who could not 
- add freſh ſtrokes to my picture, however. I nigh 
e the n N 55 e 


1 1 natural to is: Wow i os, A 
3 this extrac ordinary contraſt in two iſlands 
ſeparated only by a few. miles of ſea. Does & - 
ſtilencial air breath in our atmoſphere which 
blaſts vegetation and mars the exertions of bu- - 
man | induſtry d—More ſalubrious -ſuns do not 
1 upon the human race than what Pro- 
ee bas beſtowed P. Weide, Perhaps, 
e e MP 


bee would have afſumed: a «lies tot, the ee 
of the fields a freſher tint ; he would have ſtudied to in- 
prove upon the picture of fertility and gladneſs which his 
_ predeceſſor Lueretius exhibited in palin the * 
deſs of love and beauty. | = 

Te Dea, te 88 rent, te Aubin * 5 
Adventumque tuum tibi ſuaves Dædala tellus 7 


ubmittit flores, tibi rident æquora ponti. 
| Placatumque nitet diffuſo lumine celith, 


| Take my trauſlation for want of a better. 3 5 . 


- |, © Thee, goddeſs, thee, the, winds tempeſtuus fly, 
At thy approach the clauds forſake the ſky, 
Farth, curious artiſt, pours forth at thy „„ 


| . Each fruit neRareous, and each balmy ſweet; * | 


-_ » © Old Ocean ſmiles, while thin iffulive light, 
. oo? the e Heavens and ſoftens on the fight. 
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ibe tall is Seed 1 an b and en 
barrenneſs : Its fertility contends with the indo - 
| lence of the labourer, and its yellow harveſts wave 
their heads. around the falling manſion of the 
half. tarved peaſant. Perhaps i it is ſurrounded br 
hat Sallust calls mare importuoſum, and agriculture 
declines, haying no means of being fed by foreign 
commerce: — Its poris open on every ſide their = 
and capacious boſoms, and Providence ſcems to 
have deſigned it to be the centre of the commerce 
ofa world, What then i is the ſecret ſpring which 
bas raiſed | Great Britain to unrivalled greatneſs? | 
and why with every advantage of nature does 
Ireland laoguiſh: at xe fide of ber de and im- 


s e Ne be N, 
This is a nice tle 1 ack] it Eh 3 
2 hand; it requires the keeneſt eye to ſee 
. the cauſes of national elevation and depreſſion. 
We ought to be particularly diſtruſtful of our 
| ſpeculations in this age of ready and ignorant 
ſpeculation, when every coffee-houſe politician 
thinks he has diſcovered what eſcaped à Monteſ. 
quieu or a Burke; but I think we may offer a rea- 
ſonable gueſs, if we attentively e the Par- 
liaments of England and Ireland, I ſpeak of the 


Houſe of Commets WINE is the moſt important | 
part 
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” The ast Heck if CSmh Obe is Ber 15 


L JT « according to any ſyſtem br rhebry, but in point 3 
: 5 of fact Antes n its boſom the repreſentatives we. | 
1 the claſſes of- en in. the county; ; it there- 


. 45 ibe "opinions of 4 thifcetlaneous 


4 fore, -ſympathizes * with the feelings and ſpeaks 
zeople. ' 18 

| commercial q 9 veſtion' agitared? 1 it Teckons in its | 

pumbers the ory opulent aud reſpectable mer. | 

chants of the co country 3 "fo the greateſt landed pro- 

Prietors delib berate upon every point. intereſting | 


; 1 agriculture.” To my opinion, the Engliſh E 


Houſe of Commons is the faireſt repreſentative 
of the public opinion that can be contrived. Di- 3 | 
vide the Whole iſland into diſtricts, you throw. all 
the returns into mob- elections; you exclude all ſo- 
ber quiet men, all ftudious; recluſe characters, all 
men of large property, indolent and faſtidious 
Hom” their” property, who could not endure. the 
| vexations of a popular conteſt, and. if they pre- 
vailed upon themſelves to enter the lilts-would be 
- conftantly | overcome by noiſy ſpecious dema- 
gogues, with fluent tongues and empty heads; 
Fee want its due weight, commerce 
and agriculture in their moſt important branches 
3 not be repreſented 3 no part of the nation 
55 would | 


55 


15 | eng of cry clbaſthepeope in-ſo much that the 
— of the one have not for any length of 
time varied from the confirmed ſentiments of ar 
5 Every order af ſubjects has in the boſom 9 
ol the legiſſature its moſt conſiderable members o 
eſpouſe its cauſe, ſympathizes f in its feelings and 
ſpeaks i its opinions. This is what T call a true 
repreſentation of the. people, and not any of thoſe - 

* Gnciful ſchemes which, through the medium of a 
pftetended popular election, would throw the 


* "es 


EO 1 ut 4 „ 
bn a lb but the thibs of 1 2 
ing wits and idle talkers, the deſtiuRion of every SY 
Country that i is governed. by their councils: I am 
convinced this is one of the great immediate cauſes 
of the misfortunes of France, I conelude from all 


Hove of Commons and the feelings and opini: 


whole power into the hands of one ſet of men, 


pefbaps the molt ſhining, certainly the leaſt uſeful 
olf the various e into > which a ent omen, 


wy. is divided. 


"Hoes this: kind of f eojeetati exiſt | in you : 
land? Do our repreſentatives as they are called, 
neee hed the n, and d opinions of the 
THT e TER great | 


n the great cauſe. of the pioſpe- 
tur of England is the intimate connec: 
tion. that ſubſiſts between the meaſures of hs 
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gat bod "of. che nation. Can the ates pul 
* eee its n, 5 59 1 729 31 37 8 N N Gre 
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For a century ttt this endes ef beende 
ow deen an object of jealouſy, ſuſpicion,” hatred 
mixed with contempt to its rulers; on one ſide 


ate numbers, rs, on the other are property ty and 


dominion. Property and dominion muſt neceſſa- 
\ ay regard numbers with a jealous eye; hence 


all the angry paſſions, all the” bitter rauncorous 


| prejudices which ariſe from fear. Theſe cauſes of 
ſeparation and hoſtility between property and 
numbers are further beightened by difference 
in religious opinions; add to this. the belief of 
concealed claims which animates the bopes 
of the one party and aggravates the fears' of the 
other. A long courſe of ſevere perſecuting mea- : 
ores has reduced the bulk of the people to the 
loweſt degree of ignorance and wretchedneſs; 
ear bas given to hatred the poignaney of con- 
tempt. From ignorance and wretchedneſs has 
. a plundering rapacious ſpirit which has pro- = 
| duced freſh animoſity, . manifeſting itſelf ü in new 
„ pains and penalties which, whilſt they feem to 
_ apply correQives to the effegts, whos: the cauſe 
.,of thele diſorders. wk OO IT AED 


Perhaps Treland + 1s the rs country in, the 


| work n ſuch a complete ſeparation ſubfiſts 
I 5 . „ | between 


5 a w eoveitivne 4 thy Verne 1 
England the public opinion is the law, and act | 
. of authority are little more than emanations 
of what the moſt ſoder and reſpectable part of the g 
the community have already approved in their 
thoughts. In Ireland there is no public opinion, 
or if there is a faint reſemblance of one, it js the 
Fe opinion of thoſe who are moſt eager: to puſh vio- 
lent meaſures againſt the bulk of the nation. A 
man riſes in eſlimation among the ruling party, 
and acquires honours by expreſſing hatred and 
- contempt of the majority of his countrymen. | 
1  Thereis the form of the Britiſh conſtitution, but 
© + "there is not what makes the Britiſh conſtitution _ 
che moſt beautiful contrivance of government 
+ that ever bleſſed mankind ; there is a Houſe of 
- Commons, but is it a Houſe of Commons 
ariſing from the boſom of the community, com- 
poſed miſcellaneouſly of every. claſs of the people, 
blended in feeling and opinion with the people 
and therefore ſpeaking the public voice? Thebody 
of the ſociety ſeems ſcarcely to belong to the ſo- 
5 ciety, but as the Helots of Sparta belonged to 
their maſters, they are cutters of turf and draw- | 
ers of water, ſcarce members of the community. 
So far from there being connection of feeling and 
| - ſentiment between them and the aſſembly enacting 


1 laus, there is 2 3 coateſt of malevolence 
between 


* (3-8 
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moch miſchiof as he can by fraud and plunder; 


. 75 14. 15 „ 
een Gass the/ſubjeat is intent ani dels * 


the governor meditates only: upon plans of ven- 
geande and conſtraint- We ſee the conſequences ; | 

a fertile country preſents on every ſide the pic- 
ture of ſquallid wretchedneſs, and the ſi ſupjects of 


[the nobleſt form. of government in the wond, | 


enjoy fewer comforts-than thoſe. of the worſt. 
This has hichorto- been admitted as an indiſputa- | 
ble fact 31 there is only taking a ſhort ride 
in the country to be convinced of this melancholyx 
truth. It is only lately and for a certain purpoſe 
Fan eyes have been able to difcover the 
venerable image of public proſperity repoſing i in 


the deſerted ſnop of the ruined manufaQurer, in 


tbe ſmoaky hut of the half. ſtarved peaſant. One 
would think from certain ſpeeches, that a fairy bad 
| waved ber wand over this land, and had wrought 
a change ſuch as we read in the Arabian Nights 
Entertainments, bad converted A; deſolate moor 
into a magnificent garden. Inſtead of being pro- 
verbial for poverty and wretehedneſs, we have ſud- 
denly ſtarted up a rich and proſperous people; | 
they who ſome months ago would have cut our 
© throats, are now our deareſt benefactors, and the 
| VENERABLE | chr who interpoſed his laurels be- 
tween us andd their. fury, tyranizes us by bis cle- 


meney and enn us EN bis 7; "They. 
Teen w ho 


4 . 
7 : L 7 


r 


OW 3118 t 8.1 . 5 
en e weniditgpetveritmidhy „ 
tem; I am of the opinion of Pope Lambertini -- 
+ miracoli gil ſon paſſati fra noi. Suppoſing that no 
+ ſupernatural power has intervened, and that the 
country is as it was ſome months ago, I ſhall 
conſider the remedies that have been propoſed 
for the won e 25 this time were e y 
| 1 eriſt. 18 


J 

Sen young 110 A bee become orvit on; = 
: ſtareſmen, as. ſome officers of the guards in 1 
Swift's time, diſcovered that thete was no God by 

the mere force of their natural talents, witbout any | 5 
afliſtance of human learning, have propoſed to us 
independence under the mild and beneficent protec-| - 
5 tion of the French republic, and there are not | 
| wanting honeft Iriſhmen who ſecretly worſhip this 5 3 
| notion in the concealed ſanctuary of their hearts. — 
It may be thought time mifpent to beſtow any _ +." 
attention on a ſentiment which it is a crime to en. 

tertain; but no labour is thrown away which 1 
employed in removing well-meaning error, and 
correcting the deluſion of virtuous hearts! 
hope to prove that independence would be the moſt 
fatal preſent which e could make us in 7 


its anger. AE 3 


: 
} 
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ot 
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I will ſuppoſe that by a miracle as extraordinary _ 
| as I have before mentioned, the wiſh of our mal- 
| contents 


1 
1 contents was 3 that Irelatid; inſtead of 
1 being ne by a narrow ſea from Great Bri- 
| min, was placed in the middle of the Atlantic 
and erected. into an independent power. In the 
8 fArſt place ſhe would have then to provide for her 
own -defence; the fleets of the ſiſter kingdom 
would not then guard our coaſts nor her armies. 
1: be ready to repel invaſion. The great ſtateſmen 
nnith whom J venture to argue, as they are not 
yet in poſſeſſion of ſupreme power, like their 
worthy brethren-in France“ have, perhaps, for- 
| Fotten in the tranſcendant. magnificence of their 
— onceptlons, that there are ſtates in the world | 
poſſeſſed of conſiderable naval and military —_ 
S OE. that the golden age is not. returned, 1 
55 ambition and avarice eradicated from the minds of 
men. Suppoſe that virtuous patriot Barras, or 
| "that profound metaphyſician Sieyes ſhould take 2 
| Fancy to Ireland, as, in kindneſs to the Grand 
© EP fat ignlor they propoſed to reform, or as they expreſs - 
5 it, to e Egypt, where would. theſe ſub- 
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It, unfortunately, this was the ai if. we were go- 


; verned by an Triſh Directory, inſtead of our preſent excellent | 
| Viceroy, I ſhould not venture to conteſt any point with 
 - theſe gentlemen; I too well remember the obſervation of a 
| Roman philoſopher, who would not be victorious in- arzu- 
ment aging the ; maſter of 1 legions, | | 


- 
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11 Ret has * 
their bare-breeched_myratidons ? Where could i 
ba they find armies to fight them after they wers land- 5 


edi Where mould they find. 


mand ſuch axmies if found, or eit they 

uke the mild, . paterna! .. government . of 4 
French ,commiſlioner f. 1 » They ceruiuly might 

kope to find favour in his eyes; they would have 


the, merit of rebellion int their lawful ſave- 


| reign, they had deſtroyed property and induſtry, | 
they had deluged their country in blood and 


it to à foreign force ;- but 4 participa- | 


Ef tion in e does not always propitiate erimi- 


Balz. In the courſe of the, French revolution as | 


brought dom 
life of infamy 


> high-flyers as themſelves have beg 
"td ſlider of the . Rur 
not protect the Duke 


of Ojleans, and. "v4 


5 Ne 0 waz hurried. to execution though he had 

| the blood of thouſands upon his head, Hut ſup- 
| poſing Ireland ſhould, eſcape ibis great, calamity, 
and not become the ſubjugated province of ea fo- 

5 reign power 3 granting 1 that the French DireQors | 


power and dominion remain in the 


then all the evils I have enumeratd would conti- 
tinue tooppreſs us; and with double virulence, the 
controuling and e nike 
Jo Heſs eee . e 


a Bot this i is not thei intention of the projediors of : 


Ls e j 22 do not mean to give us a 
h C bacon 


did no change take place in the ſtate of propetty, - 2 


info _ e one 


= — — —— — _—oo——an a —E—_me AA 


J. = and 7 are to / low in its Hoes . 
Frapacibus, cruel populace are to be let looſe; and 
All the property in the country to be deen 
mn one hi pool of eonfiſcation and plunder- I 
1 duppoſe Inc not comment upon this ſtats of things 
0 prove it would not be beneficial to any order 
bf men :—the confiſcators would not long enjoy 
1 2 the fruits of their tapacity; the principle of pro- 
pe ry being oner torn up by the roots, would not 
_ , Hoot up again at the pleafure of che new pro- 
| | 700 ts. One ſet of robbers would ſucceed ano- 
ww ther; alt produdtive induſtry would be extin- 
ore in this conteſt of violence, and the tem- 
25 y enſoyment of the few comforts: of life 
"Which Kin remain would be procured only 
by the longeſt and arpeſt fword; the little com- 
: Mercialinduftry and wealth which bas ſprung up, 


_ -yorwitfiſtaniding the diſcouragements of the times, 
| 13 3 be ſwept away, ant defblated Ireland 
Would adde the melancholy examples Which biſ- 
|  , +: tory/emhibirs; char inzuſtice is never policy, and 
3 -— hat the nation which thinks ro proſper by x erimes 
. And they terminate in n fetrution. . 
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e this 
1 ch, indeed every man who does not vow him- 
elf. a robber by fyſte m, muſt ſhrink from ſuch a 


debe There is not in the: ſtores of divine 


1 5 "wrath foch'a curſe as what is called French pro- 
Mao becken, and this i is the price we muſt pay for inde-- 
per de: cee can LO it et, no tber meant. 
wats We 
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How ay; Ex oa . bes- 1 
We are vertalnly.« mifs#able: W Fs 
2 ry would be enereaſed tenfold by uch a change 55 
uin ou condition, The poor peaſant amidſt his "& 
- - 4 retchedneſs and poventy- elingsto his rekgion; | 
it is the p p of bis hopes iu Ho ; is his cunſola- 5 
3 "a in death, What would be his condition 
—_  #f:rhis feld eeer ing ra was withdrawn from the 
din om of! bis hut ig be; faw-all che places 1 
off wWerſhip (in wiickoone:day in che welk he for. | | 
| got his own! wretehpdneſvin-the ſplendour of the oY 
altar) ſhut up by che ordert of French com- 
miſſioner all the objects of the fond belief his of 
heart treated with profanation and ſcorn by the 
fläanatics of infldelity if, when he could a little 
ä underſtand the language of his new maſters, his 
ears were daily. ſtunned by a parcel of balr-drefſets 
1 argen of an implous philoſo phy ? 2 


Is have ſaid ch dis hot the concern only of BY 
ap. one « order of men.—Every arm ſhould be ready : 
IS to: aft ihe: magiſtrate ägainſt theſes he would 
plunge their country inte fuck ealamities; every 
tongue ſhould utter the aceents-of exceraiow. It 

is the cauſe of the poo? as welt as of the rich 

the rich Have [property "tb //preſerve-—atie//poor | 

- lave property to acquire: All wen ars-cqually 
inter ks in ee the e oe Ee ; 


WE > 75 ere is a: ee able beg Sele e. Vell. | 
af. Pp. embert. He ſays it is a queſtion deſerving the moſt _ 
| ſerious attention of ppiloſophers, whether jofidelity-mighz. | 
gt produce f. fanaticiſm 8 well as . religion! 1 cb French 
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property ke bounce 9 * all. the 
ſtreams e country ;“ it is the in- 5 
e all induſtry, the ſhapengr of all Ment. 
5 ene eee: N indalent animal e 1 
Joy thin e dee call, R. — 4 
D in 2 ſtupid lethargy: and fleep 
ill death This proſpect is held out to him by 
the laws of-property ß to maintain theſe, ſecisties FF 
r e- ue . 
ions ed Pen: ho from | 
: | Dos 3901 Ml 2732 „ Nn 1288 HY 
4 HO han! ent 25 kad ep it; Fa | 
_ v.Droperty, 18 Pr = Pan elbe. 1 
ing ee acquibrion of .buman. induſtry... be 
blau which. is given Ft, the. top. vibrates to the E 
bottom, and the ſame violence which diſpoſſes by ; 1 
palace, affeQts the : Org . HI 
HL tenant of the p 
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3 %; | due conderion of of 6, 


1 rf 1 5 


En 117 Wl | 2 ſent in 
em ns when dur. Ila fious. conntryman IR 
0 e the 1 cuſtion of the e e =. 
2 55 W Peng From it päntiple of property Blended 
Si-rheſfociab onion, Adi quſlion which, be adorned with 
that rich and philoſophi ical i imagination (a4 n apt and charac- h 
"*eriftical expreffion, I Wa of ibbon, i in "ſpeaking of this 

eat re; 6 which 3 eee him. 
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5 Jos reo Ahe poor mau . 
_ try che is, therefore, i in the deepeſt e ee ö 

deroſted in the public tranquillity. He ill not en- 

denen e, ;biniſelf from his poverty: by 

| „ unleſs; he can lee 


| _ bplanich. ; force and daring d., Is allows 
© © from all theſe obſervations, that war td the: pa- 
| . lace and peace to the cottage is na leſa the; ſhout — 
of folly than the ery of f Knarery i theybotuſland 
SENS | apes an fo xe cannot fall wich- 
out the other's; . The violence'which ina 
mediately preys * 
„ 8 WARY proſpe men e e. 
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if have often vefleAed: upon an ole ten k 
. Joknſon, as it appeared to me to ſuggeſt che 
true dictinction between the partizahs of the. 
French revolulion. Phe co⁰Nerſatien happened 
to tum upon che controverſy which Way: ſtarted 
by ſome eloquent wits and fooliſh retailers of Par 
radoxes, whether the rud neſs of the eſtate 
Was not ede ts, e 6 clegange: 2 0 | 
 life;—*, Roulſleay,?, " faid., "he, © writes too 
and ĩs too clever a fellow to believe what he , 
bar 1 am uten thar poor Naonbedde believes . 
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heart,” who firmly 
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cht). Wild we wadder ut the oonſe- 
quences of this deluſton, re cannot tegur cheſs. 
_ wretched fanatics without ſome/ mixture of: piry. - 
Te. be moſt abſurd zealon? of the moſt abſurd relic 
We = ee brought to the moſt extravagant tenets 
N tom ſuch an othodox abſence'of rea- 
ſon end dee ee theſe mem who 

call thgmiſelvis philoſophers. | They who believe. 
| 3 with een en Ih one's band is d fore | 


8 compared to them. What octrir e is not a man m 
| prepared to Twallow who places a any confidence 
yoPthofe dill pamphlets which are annually, 
Toure 8 01 3:9 a W e ybliſhe ed 
? * 44S: a: Sporty {oat * 1 180 0 ber 
15 e eee, that fe bps lhe oh 
= £5 , "or in che : 11 ough, reti in th ic particu- 
| NZ 4 Mrs reeds hand phe wu eee to 2525 pk marks their 
. Seesftshil ditdelref begebe, "thej jr "general, <©redulity, 
Tor lis years paſt, be reader. Eaninot., "forget, 't there has 
* eum Cann clevlaration omulgated) every” year by the 
| df unorcugate France, iber their immediate prede- 
benden wess parce of ſeoungrels, and their goyernment a 
| Vitlalious tyranny; but our fana;j ies who-. believe them in 
every thing elſe; will not believe them in one they might 
7 de ſuppoſed to know beſt, their own flaviſh condition and 
the profligacy of their aſſociates, | 
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we in. France under ING: title of b can. 


"There; is ain 15 4 Ty tion adl men \ for whoſe 
e I have a due reſpe&; I. cannot 


_ charge them with any ſimplicity of heart or eaſi- 1 


' 'nels of belief. They are not the dupes of the jar- | 
gon whigh they preach ; the names of Liberty and 
Independence they think convenient for their 
purpoſes, but their views are . fixed upon quite. 
N e 1 * of FIR W e 


25 * 


* 1 heard a 9 fay be 8 al ara Tie 
: 2 in Pari. The company talked with much warmer, > 
2 great deal of (Gallic) gallmathias (Anglict) nonſenſe, 


upon Liberty, Equality, the Rights of Man, &, In ths 
courle of the converſation a little ill-looking: fellow who 


was particularly vociferous, a ci-deyant Abbe, 'to give the 
weight of authority to his ſentiments, and command” 2'refe 
pectful deference, not indeed from his auditory; : for nobody 
"liſtened, they were all talking, but from his campany, ob. 
Fee lavaillimpi a guator xe Cuſtilutim. With 2255 g 

I ſuppoſe there is not a pert little ſeribbler in Paris, wh 
3 not had a hand in ſome Conflitubion, though/I'Abb&Sleyes 
is | or eee to the n 485.508: * 
CCT 

"The title of ws [oonded big: FR pri ;cars of, our 
vine} it was pgiven'to one of our antient baren, A 
\ think it was the Kart of Warwiek, in the conteſie of 4he 


Wbite and Red Roſes,” What: would they have thought of 
a man who. every "now and then; favoured the world with 


an entire new conſtitution 75 he memory is perplexod wih 
the conftitutions of different years, which, are the wateb- 
words of parties in France. L G ien de; Nag, 1589 · 
I Conflitution. de Pan. 1793. 1 forget from hüt particular, 
Pk the preſent Conſtitution rakes i ils neee (128 


1 7 
JA 


ts 4 


3 jog ſts who cou moi eas the ta guor a 


85 ahbe 1 you 1-were:to: gol aid ſeriouſly a 


- neſs ofa quiet life; they are not at All gu re ; 

Vith the portion of wealth and pqwer which hay. 

5 fallen to. their ſhare. in the diſtribution of the 

| - goods of 32 — 75 they do not like 1 the flow, gra- - 
turns of regular induſtry; e an Fo; | 

Eine they, look upon a3. | n ie enjoy 

ments bien they long after J Þhey- 

with, tg. .oyerturn. the ſtate, regard "I, a. ſcene 


bor the exertion. of their- talents; "they are men 
who deſire to reap without the trouble of ſowing, 
| and confder-tbe s of the ſober "and 
| ploddingyart of tho) ſpecies as '# booty intended 
to reward t genias and audacity, 


| broadeſt; concluſion: you. can draw from your ar- We 
_ guments is only n freſh incentive-to-thent to per, 
ſeyere in their ſchemes; i Theoreme and Corol- 


berefore, . 


contuſion, and plunder a as a proper Geld = 


| Withgheſe cen it would be abſurd to reaſon. 'The 


laries they vill grant you. all and be of the" fame 
mind ſtillz te enter into -a controverſy wich ral A 


"A I: 


Tangue;a:;ibend rs 5 defiſt em their = 
| peta ee toe e-diſtreſ — 

ererſ ſorierys end that ſociety fe the . — 
ic mane deeds cp 
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Ads pt e dap Suung admte _ | 


manner as among the Wen * orertitenerd 1 
Roman empire, the tri e that went before was 
conſtantly thruſt out hy the more barbarous tribe 
that remained behind, and the m one 

of conquerors began to ſettle jatb ereilt zation ad | 
aſſume the form of a regular community, : 
band of favages appeared from their nit notti, : 
who in the full vigour of their ntl - 
| hardihood, ſeized what in-thetr'turn' they yi 

1 invaders: more ferocious than themſelves; * © 
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Will none cuter this:. confederacy 


characters and talenis, we cannot more reaſond- 

3 complain than we-can- af earthquake ant 

_ whirlwinds ; > but it is certainly trying tour pa- 

nencg to ſee dunces: aſpite to the ſublime ank 

3 of Borgias and 8 57 5 
and the meaneſt and maſt ignorant of the com- 


* the care af their bullocks and . HG 
; Ters. to —_ 


ſuperintendeney of their counter; 
pom and cn een -eodfpired--'- 


te >" 


u hie com-. 
Pete 5 0 2 10 2 


tion ihat he Wag of a Patrician family; one of the 


firſt in Rome, har be poſſeſſed u ſpiendid patri- 
mony till he had diſſipated it by his prodigatity: © = 
'Periſbable diſtinions! -tomake ute of the wort” 
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y:againſtele 
geil order of mankind but perſons of = 


ured to At. 2 * | 


a» = — — a 
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of reatorator, e the immortality 
of ke genes and hig crimes... He vas gay | 
you reeds n/a cit ſevere, and could ac- 

_ commodate bis manners and copverſaygon to. the L 


of Se: want, hilarity were the delight 
of :6very-doeigl circle; he was the herg af the 
battle and the orator of the forum; he bad a 
5 mind capable of. every deſign and 4 hady capable 
of every hardſhip ; neither watching, nor fatigue, 
nor hunger, nor the inelemencies of ſeaſons could 
| break the [vigour of his conſtitation; be conld 
eury on at the ſume time a private intrigue and 
e confpirgcy, and whilſt he medit ated the 
deſtruction of the ſtate. that repreſſed his ambition, 
he was intent upon the ruin of the women that N 
inflamed Bie deffres. As far as the word right Is 
applicable te wickedneſs, fach a man had aright 
to be am ituu⁵j,wr Euter prines of gigantic atrocity 
and diting; from which:commay natures ſhrink = 
. appalled; were feited to a> mind like his; he was 
one of thofe deſtructive ſpirits wham Providence 
Fbometitmes fend abtond- to try human, virtue and 
ccm Hwmar wiſdom . He aeciigted the de- 
ſtruckoh of ehe Romancommonyealth, but be 
Had ed Aceto es oontend »with, and he failed. 
Crclür after würds ſuecoeded g the- name of Cæſar 
emnprehen d Whatever human valour has of: he- 
roiſm. human ſagacity of penetrating, and human 
s wit of elegant and reſided. | Such names commu- 


— — — C nn OO_ 
— H„V—U— f ABT AA — —) 
. — — PP ² WA or ei? SIE vet A net» P ETC A OS ec at din hs _ 
” n —_— — — — — * 
2 : = K ** a 0 = 
2 . ak a 


ww 9 ? ONS F WW. - 2 * Nr FP 
* * * ; r fe 1 
\ 1 g 
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ve © adwire-whillt me. — 2; ate woke | 
at the atrocity of the/purpoſe, Wut * c 
by [the boldneſs of the conception 
that appear in the execution. Far fliifere 

crimes of the preſent day; they anſ wer one great 
moral end | —witkedaefs appears ihallits native de- 
formity. It I an obſetvation of Johnfon upon the 
chiraQer of Lotharto, that füch repreſentations 
tend to corrupt the heart; we forget the vice in 
the accompliſhments Which accom iny it ; the 
jew the thind is dazzled, it does not 3 

the libertine, the deſtroyer of virtue and domeſtic. 

| happineſs, where, the gentleman, the, wit, andthe | 
| hero are ſo conſpicuous.” The ſame abjegi on has 
been made to Clarifſa, and may be extended: 0 | 

| ane in ocher popular novels. e 


T1 £32 Gabe, 5 


wm ibi point of view fore good. wit . to 


15 orankind from the calammbus events which are 


before our eyes. Curious ſpeculators may 
fearel the hiſtory” of our times to diſcover, the 
true form of vice diveſted of that falſe glare which 
great! talents. and elegant. accompliſhments are, lo | 
apt to throw over ĩt. They will there ſee. political 
adventurers /withoat« courage, conſpirators 1 fg 
Latein gt tey will there ſee men without fortune, 
yithout- Extent of views or fumneſs of reſolution, 
aſpiring'to govern their:country, and the meaneſt 
of the human race aſſociated againſt the ne : 
tifol inſticurions. ON; f; 2⁰ bs cel, Fn iN 


brats 4 Tn 
110 It pains me to n Snob enemies TY 


f fon of Chatham bas to encounter !—what a ſet of 
conſpirators 
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century 5 PTY body of property. is-cetitefs 
ed in a few hands. The bulk of the nation 
is excluded from power and from influence over 
power, not merely by legiſlative proviſion but by 
the circumſtances of the ſociety joined to that 
Breat maxim of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and in- 
deed of all well regulated government, that where 
property is, there ſhall be the great weight in 
public affairs. Suppoſe Roman Catbolics were | 
to-morrow emancipated, or to make ule of a x pore 
properiphraſe, admitted 0 2 ſtare. ot politi 
power, what would be their influence f in the 
legiſlature 7 ? How few would take their a 
in eicher. of the aſſem | L 
Mould they be able to correct . 
of the government? Wonld, through. 1 


ere 


Would be 


: find. A Way into the proceedings of the, legiſlature,” 
4 es would Jelapſe befare-fuch a ; meaſurs, 5 
known Ne hen effect. It would 
appear only to the xeaders.of * 30d. the. 
_ perſons. wen hen: He, mender ook Hh: 


| tae 


bag 24-082 1 


4 Sa 24. 20 bs | 


8 e thaſe ingenious Mags: | 
men, why pro hy rm 5 N Gone; 
mons. It ig-no. mons alone that. 


wants. to he by nyt on but the. whole, country. 
7 The 12 36, cen 60 i, to deſtroy the ſul 
len line of ſeparation, , divides. the governors 
from the governed G end the different elaſſes of 


to anco rate the 
ee e * 


K 


6 ſraliage3ing: dans of the abu b FRY 

of the government; to make the Houſe of Com. 

mons truly and ſubſtantially what [they mow. m_ 

in hame=the reproſentatives e. 

| ——— ——̃ — over 1 

_ lace of the country, without that parliametary re. 

form is only a dull farce, and would he attended 
with more evil than good. Let the preſectors of 
reform raiſe up in the great body of the nation 

an independent gentry, an opulent commercial / 
intereſt, a large ruling property that mall ſecure 

to the nation due influence in all eleckions, and 

2 _ ther we'may ſpeak to them. Their ſcheme is 


8 on 7 ſuppoſe half a. dosen miracles to be 

wh Lacknowiedge the-caſe warrants ſuper- 1 
E= * accordipg ce the role of the 
poet it is certainly. dignus windice nodus; but it 
is eaſier to introduee a divinity into an epic poem, 

or let down 4 machine in an opera, than to chang 

"at one the eftabliſhed order of things: I appeal 

eee, Nats we: clofions in Tree 


i th oth and 
| F Alk the Fre to che etjuntiet and great 
= _ -<dmmerdlal cities?” Does the great bodyof the ha- 
1 neee eoutnjesor the great 
deo mercial cities? Would the rüling party loſe 
þ Any part of their aſtendant f Is not almoſt all the 


[ os "property of the country theirs, and would not al- 
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begue, partyfeelingsand party prejudices, as 
we ſhould only have the dangers without the be- 
nefit of a change. If rhis is in a great meaſure 

the cauſe of the wretchedaeſs of Ireland, If che 
the government: of party feelings and party pre- | 
_ Judices is at all times a ſore goveriiment, it is par- 
ticularly fo at chis time. Recent and ever to be 
deplored events i a chis country have given to party 
feelings and party ane enger f n 
N Prager Wu 5 hs 1 1 8 


gl is (Ny rs 07 MLT Tos 
2010 does not Ilogiges 10. N kubje&t to expatiocs on 
the caules of the late rebellion; it is ſulhcient to 
{obſerve that it was produced by the men whoſe 
principles and views I have at ſome length com- 
mented upon. The interpoſition of à foreign 
power was to give it ſucceſs; this would bell. 
ficient to arm all ſober, reflectigg well wiſhers to 
the country againſt it; they know full well. —all 
hiſtory atteſts it, that when a power interpaſes to 
aſſiſt any nation in a d omeſtic ;quarrel, the natien 
pre vai ling by is aſſiſtanee muſt in fact remain ſub- 
ea to it. When / we gon ider: the character gf che 
foreign power that would. probably poſleſs a. zul 
ing and oονtanling infinence over us, i wa | 
ſhould not be its ſlabes, there is no ſtate of bon- 
dage that erer the vo be eld before theſe ii nies, 
or that prevuils in any other part of the World at 
HR which we ruſt not prefer to victory by 
its co-operation -| N The vebellion, independently 


| ok this foreigu connection; was of the moſt im- 


. ord nnd; 6 
| young 


t oy D 

boost men, who miſtook the aleditof writing a fo-" 

- or making a florid harangue, forthe 

7 leut of governing à ſtate; and thought that. no⸗ 
thing more wat wanting th regulate the affairs of a 

| greatfocietybur: the fooliſh ambition of attempting 

itz their bungling plots terminated in nothing but 

he miſerable death ti ſame of their deluded fol- 

» vin} fot; Gefen. as far ag they had any 


2 


not 2 crime alli 810 the laus of e 
Kate, but againſt the laws of morality and the 


at. intereſts of mankind; it #iihed at the 

_ Utrer ſubverſion of pre ignorant and ra- 

pacious populace were to be belbed by the ſpoils of 

the rich, and robbery was to ſupply the means Wo: 

. watfate to rebellion / After what 1 have ſaid, no - 
body I believe; Ml ſuſpect me to be partial to the 

Hs avs of our late inſurgents: | Iatereſt is here at 


e, and both confirmed by 
2 habits of thought and conduct, moſt. make 


we regattl them with exectation. I hopes ther- 
"Tore, what follows Vill not be atttibuted to any * 
5 2 6 5 Sm i 


TY 
"i 


againſt /the\ruling partyz—it was 
rel be fe. 1 de nor think. ea 


1 „ 


"ile r charged on the pte wing adios 

of bur people, it is not a kin with infidelity; and 
rather diſpoſes to obedience than ene durages re- 

_ * * * Altanceti Eſtabliſhed authority. The ruling par- 
ty dss ſuch, were of courſe the objects of every 


gh diſcontent which was directed againſt the govern- 
ment. Their's was the property, their's therefore, 


the booty to allure plunderers ; ; but however it 


ok the legiflature were the principal ſufferers by 


the rebellion; they muſt regard the great body 


of the people as eriminals towards them. Is it 


an unfair conſequence that they' willcarry reſent- 


ments the feelings of injured men, into the go- 
vernment of the country? I do not blame thoſe 
reſentments I do not blame thoſe feelings. Men 


ned, the party that prevails in both houſes 


8 ſionate ö 


-who have ſuffered in their perſotis or property may 


be allowed to feel as men—ſuch is human nature ; 3 
but can'we expect from them a ſober unprejadiced 


| diſpaſſionate adminiſtration, ſuck as may heal the 
wounds of < our bleeding country ſuch as may re- 


concile the animofit ties of 4 divided people? pid 


not many figns' appear 3 in the laſt feſſion of. Par- 


liament that the voice of reſeritmen s more 


5 liſtened 10. an that of jaſtice? „There were 
found. perſons to. juſtify acts of Taba tern antho- 
rity; which,; 


warm feeling of. thg beart, arid, every ſober 
. N of the bedpoſe up with one, unanimous 
gaalent. | 


| D» £57; en 


peared. monſtrous. to every Ailpaſ- | 
ver, agaioft which h, law, policy, every | 
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$7 have. illened 10 the converſation of men 


whole humanity could not be doubted i in the o 
ed 


dinary intercourſe of life, but who were hes 
by reſentment. I, who have lived for ſome years 0 
paſt in a, country, of liberty and juſtice, where 

neither the voice of rebellion nor perſecution ever 
wounded my ear, who fortunately was not preſent - 
at the ſcenes which had raiſed their - feelings to 
ſuch a pitch, and who, therefore, could not enter 
into their warmth, was really ſhocked and aſto- 
niſhed. Gibbets and executions ſeemed to haunt 


_ their imaginations; they looked forward with a 


ſavage joy to the ſufferings which they would inflict 
on the rebels when they were taken; their. whole 

legſlative wiſdom was e and "OF * 

niſtrment was death. * 


| Ide juſt W gainſt the FRE, ls, 
gents, has been extended to a prejudice. againſt | 
their religion, and the. moſt preciſe, ſevere, dog · 
matical mode of chriſtianity. which the impious 
-fanatics.in Fr Tance, have perfecuted with unre- | 
lenting 1 rage, as the moſt determined enemy 't 
their uſurpations, whoſe head they violently ; del. 
poiled of all his dominions, and carried into 
captivity, which ended in his wretched death, 
which has ever been the ſapport of the throne - 


— and the altar, and was once the ſole ruling reli- 


gion of Europe, i is conſidered as the natural ally of 
infidelity and rebellion. 1 


A ſet of men whoſe opinion is the only thing 
chat can be called a public 2 in Ireland, have 
5 arrayed 


-- ho 


aitiyed themſelves i is clubs and lodg 6 "i; main- 
rain this prejudice, to preſerve all W and 
Civil animoſities pure and uhmitigated i in the coun- 
try, and the name of the tolerant and heroic - 
William is made the-allying 1 pointe of ONO : 
and perſecution. ery 1 55155 


Thall take no: ice * both theſe - lg "Way | 
Teome to an end of theſe Obſervations ; ; they ate | 


intimately connected with the main queſlion pro- 


poled to be diſcuſſed, or if not, their extreme im- 


portance will plead my apology. 1 ſhall con- 


ſider whether there is any thing in the ga- 
nius or Character of the Catholic religion which- 
is particularly calculated to render it ſubſervient 


to the views of the F rench rulers and their fol - 
lowers; I ſhall nextexamitie whether the Orange 
 Aﬀociations (as they are called) are at all conge- 
nial r6 the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution, or: 


qualified to promote what muſt be an object dear 


to every , honeſt heart—genuine obedience and 
loyalty. But i It ſeems, before I write upon the 


ſubject of loyalty, IMüſt vindicate my own. 'F 


| have already obſerved that it is cuflomary'to raiſe 
a ſhout upon this head and drown the ſober ac- 


cents of reaſon in one ſenſeleſs 'clamour of fanati⸗ 
ciſm. It may ſeem unneceſſary to thoſe who have 


known me for ſome years paſt, to enter into any 


vindication of my character in this reſpect; but, 
as unfortunately I live in a country where ſome 


.men judge it neceſſary, in otder to ſhew their 
attachment to a humane Sor rereign, to perſecute 
2 2 ä 5 his 
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4 Lis ſubjeds, ; and their lone for a mild. and bene» 
fFfcent government, to imitate the exceſſes of 5 
enemies I think it incumbent upon me to 57,2 


few words' . the lobjedt. | VVV 


1 


At the the origin of the French RR Y 
acknowledge with ſhame and confuſi on, that I war 
* raſh, ought I to 05 impudent enough, to oppoſe : 
my ſhallow judgment to the opinions of that great, 
man who took ſuch a large and comprehenſive = 
view of human affairs, whoſe whole life Was dedi- 
cated tothe ſupport of genuĩne li liberty, which hebeſt 
knew how to diſtinguiſh from deſpotiſm afſuming, 
hat name who fought in her ſacred cauſe againſt 
the oppreſſors of their ſpecies, whether "inveſted 
with viee-regal government in India, or poſſeſſing 
ſupreme power in Europe; who pointed out with 
prophetic wiſdom the erimes which now deſolate 
the civilized world in their ſeeds and firſt cauſes, 
whoſe eloquent indignation will for ever vindicate 
the majelty of juſtice againſt the chance of arms, 
and condemn the authors of the French revolu- 
tion t iche everlaſting horror of mankind, not- 
| wirhſtauding the dazzling ſucceſſes of its fanatic 
- armies. Tbe only atonement 1 can make for my 
preſumption i is to confeſs it, and to offer this ſlen- 
der tribute at the ſlurine which wiſdom and virtue 
are preparing for their votaty i in the temple. of i im- 
mortality. Some ignorant fanatics have ralſed a. 
clamour about conſiſtency. which would oppoſe 
a falſe ſhame to the progreſs of the human mind, 
and bind a man donn 10 bis firſt opinions, not- 
„ . withſlanding 


Ls 
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Sankansg: me increafing wiſdom * years aud 
the. new facts that may ariſe on the theatre of the 
World. All propoſitions in politics, as well 
a in every other ſcience, are abridged ex- 
7 preſſions of facts, „ and a perſon might as well be- 
1 gin a courſe of chymical experiments, teſolving 
to be of the ſame opinion at the end as he was at 
the begiquing, as to take a pride in preſerving an 
uniformity of ſentiment. through a long ſucceſſion 
_ of intereſting events in the political world. A 
variety of cauſes have crowded' more political in- 
ſtruction within theſe laſt ten years than is per- 

| aps ſcattered over the reſt of hiſtory, and I can- 
not think highly of that mind which has re- 


oY mained ſtationary during the progreſs of the 


French revolution. But I cannot make uſe of 
the apology, which I readily allow is fair and can- 
did in others whom I have heard avail themſelves 

pf it, that their deteſtation of the French govern- 
ment and principles in the year 1799, is perfectly 
| conſiſtent with their admiration of them ten years 

ago, ſince the thing is entirely changed, and that 

they alone are inconſiſtent, who admiring what 
was called a monarchy then, admire what is call- 
ed a republic now, and applaud with the ſame en- 
thuſiaſm the ſucceſſes of the French ar mies at pre- 
ſent, and the ambitious military ſpirit which 
their government has diſplayed, as they at that 
period commended the pacific ſpirit the firſt 
Aſſembly was ſuppoſed io manifeſt in their entire 
renunciation of conqueſts.* I make no ſuch apo- 
logy 


* Tn order to cempreherd "oo nature vo this es 
for declaration - Me muſt attend a little to che 3 
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 logy—I frapkly confeſs my error. d in 
the year 1789, what I now think was at that time 


ſo far from admirable, that it was deteſtaBle, I 
entertain ſentiments in the higheſt” : dep? gree hoſtile 


to the ſe& which predominated in the 5 Aſſem- 


1 BY of F rance. 4 think a e the hows of 


the Frepthineutation': : The party which projelted] inthe Gcſt 
Aſſembly was chiefly compoſed of metaphyficians, or as they 


called themſelves philoſophers, who came to the government of 
men and the conduct of great affairs, wild with all. the gryds ſper 

culations which they had learnt in their cloſets. They, copſider- 6 
ed human ſociety as a Tabula raſa on which they might ſcribble 


all their fantaſtic notions and ridiculous theories, Preſump- 
tion is ever the characteriſtic of this ſet of men. The mu- 
nicipal law of France, compoſed partly. of the old Roman 
civil law and partly of the provincial, euſtonis of the king : 
dom, methodiſed and applied to particular caſes by a ſucceſs 
ſion of learned men, was one of the firſt objecgs on which 


they exereiſed their ſpirit of philoſophic legiſlation. "They 
did not find it to agree with any. bf their theories. Ac- 
cordiogly. by one ſweeping decree, they aboliſhedthis ſyſtem | 


of artificial equity which had grown up under the guide of 
experience by the accumulated wiſdom of ages. Thus they 


left individuals without any regulation i in their private con- pc: 


cerns, fociety without any ef the ties or holdings which keep 
it together: then ar oſe the men of violence and blood, who 
by a juſt diſpeoſation of Providence ſent whole ſets of theſe 
prating philoſophers ts the guillotine. ' Bold and barefaced 
robbery and murder ente red by the breach which ſhallow 
ſpeculation had made. Once the community was ſet looſe 
from every reſtraint of law and religion, men who were not 
amuſed by empty declamatioas, but went ſtraight f forward io 
their purpoſe, of courſe prevailed. It i 15 the order of things 
in this confuſed and diſtracted ſtate of ſociety—Thucy dides 
remarked it in antient Greece, modern France affords ano- 
ther terrible example of it; a Condorcet, a Briſſot, a 
e eee 8⁰ before —a Danton, a Rodeſpierre follow. 


7 


ES Ps 


"i ſubſequent diſorders; That ſpecious philo- 
_ lopby which, appealing to firſt principles, and-ſa. 
perſeding all poſitive inſtitution, then ſeduced me 
; by the ſoothipg cant of humanity * which it ſpoke, 
appears to me the prime cauſe of all the maſſacres 
at' which humanity ſnudders, and can find no pal- | 
liative but in the apologies of men who would ex- 
euſe the cruelties of Nero, if be had bethought 
bimſelf to call his Semen 2 8 and his 
nne W | 
Theſe 


lt is „ that this cant af humanity, has general Is 
preceded the moſt favage , cruelties, Nero lamented i in the 
beginning of his reign, that he was able to write, as he 
was thereby compelled to fign the death, warrants of crimĩ 
nals. Robeſpierre ſoon after he entered upon the public 
| ſtage, propoſed the abolition of the pyniſhment of death. 
3 A work which that ex-tyrant Barrere publiſhed about two 
years ago, is extremely humorous i in this reſpect ; that atroci- 
ous wretch whoſe crimes have no parallel + in hiſtory, who 

is judged too bad for the Council of Elders or Youngſters, (I 
forget which) ſpeaks of the pure heart-felt ſatisfaction which 
he reſerves for his declining years, when his hairs ſhall have 
grown grey under perſecution, to read the vindigation of his 
calumniated innocence in the circle of his weeping family. 
One would think we were peruſing the lan guage of virtuous 
diſcontent coming from ſome venerable Cato retiring from 
the ingratitude of mankind. | f 
The works of Rouſſeau have been very pernicious in this 
reſpect; they have taught the ſcoundrels of the preſent day 
to blend the jargon of ſentiment with the perpetration of the 
greateſt crimes. | | 


N 


1 See, for the odious mixture of libertiniſm and cruelty which marked 
the government of this man, a ſhort pamphlet by one Villat, an ex. juror of 
dhe Revolutionary Tribyoal r on cher the! fall of Roteſpierty, 
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Thele are the ſentiments: which L kai: not 


called up to ſervc the purpoſe of tlie preſent day, 


but which I have proclaimed as my firm and ar- 
dent conviction for theſe three years paſt, to the 
knowledge of all my acquaintances. If to be 
loyal a man muſt be mercileſs, if nothing but fe- 


rocity and cruelty pan diſplay bis zeal ſor the 
beſt of conſtitutions, I am willing to forfeit. my 


| pretenſions to the character of a loyal ſubject; 


my only conſolation i is, that I fare no worſe than 
Lord Somers would have done bad be lived in the 


preſent day; he certainly would have been a 
little ſurprized to hear the example of ſavage re- 


publican France propoſed for the imitation of 
a-parliament ſuppoſed to be animated by a Britiſh | 


ſpirit. Ithink he would have judged that it did 
not become the government of his country to 


' contend with the moſt flagitious of tyrants on 
their own element of blood and oppreſſion, hat 


juſtice and humanity ought to be inſcribed on the 
banners of the allies, as murder and cruelty ſtalk 


in the van of their enemy. There would be 
ein 1 8 in this Wege e if 


Icall it 3 in conferigity with popular language, | 


| but I will never allow that that ſtrange medley of deſpot- 
iſm and licentiouſneſs bears any more reſemblance to a re- 
public, than our conſul at Algiers to the conſuls of antient 
Rome; by the bye, the Algerines call their government a 

republic too: A wo k is wanting from the pen of ſome genuine 


and enlightened friend of that antient and reſpectable form 
| of goverument, to vindicate it from the inſult offered to it 
dy the uſurpers in France, giving its name to thei flagitious 


denomination. 


13 ar J 


ve Wp that we could be ſeceſsful in this 
competition oſ unjuſt violence; but who is there 


but muſt deſpair when he- thinks of 1 wan he 
has to encounter. "3 . 


72 cents chicknefs af feall, a an 2 


mantine hardneſs of heart, might do much, and i 


perhaps we might produce ſoine- gentleman wha 
would ſtruggle hard for victory and fave their 


honòur even in defeat; but I am afraid our cold 
climate and northern ſoil can produce nothing la 


ripe and finiſhed as injuſtice and vice. raiſed in the 


| hot-bed of libertiniſm and mataphyiics. - Refiners, 
in wickedneſs' muſt ever have a great ſuperiority. 


aver dullneſs blundering into wrong; mere na- 


tural untutored depravity can never reach the 
ſublime flights of ſpeculative ſyſtematic profligacy. 
I think, therefore, that we had better not enter into 

the conteſt 3 plain, ſtraight-forward. ptobity i is 


more ſuited to the natural turn of our genius. If as 


much pains were taken to re-eſtabliſh concord as are 
taken to maintain diſſention, our politicians would. 

be ſurprized how far they advanced by 8 | 
the eaſy road of commòn ſenſe. 


7 


— 


1 have ſaid enough, and ET: my reader may. : 
. judge I have ſaid too much on the ſubject of my 
Loyalty. The prevailing language of theſe un- 
fortunatT times will excuſe this egotiſm prot know 
10 other expule. | 


I cannot reſiſt the temptation of hers pro- 
claiming my long and intimate friendſhip with a 


man 
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man who has 3 the moſt effential 1 
10 morality and ciyil order, by bringing genuins 
metaphſics to the aid of la and eſtabliſhment, and 
deſtroying all the ſophiſtry by which they were 
aſſailech J am not likely to have learnt the max- 
ms of rebellion in the familiar intercourſe which 
te between us; in which we converſed on 
moſt political ſubjects and ſeldom found our opi- 
nions diſagree. Mr. Mac Inteſh will receive with © 
| his vſual indulgence this tribute of genuine ef- 
teem and affection from a friend who would have 
rendered this little work much more Perfect if by 
had had the benefit of his remarks, | 
I have left my taſk unfiniſhed—T have criticiſed 
with freedom the ſyſtems propoſed by. others to re 
- medy the evils of our condition, and I have not 
pointed out the advantages of the meaſure which T 
- defend. I am no optimilt i in politics any more than 
_ philoſophy. I do not aſſert this to be the beſt of all 
poſſible worlds, and I am far fromannouncing the 
feheme propoſed asthe beſt of all poſible ſchemes. = 


If I found my countrymen united in ſuch. 3 
manner that I could call them one people —if 
the higber and lower claſſes were not divid- 

ed by every ſentiment which exerciſes a do- 
minion over the human mind, if to every cauſe 
, of ſeparation ariling from the concerns of this 
earth, were not added the Profpetts of - faturity, | 
as if their animoſity ſought to maintain itſelf in 
the regions beyond the grave; if I did not ſee 
contempt and averſion above—a rooted- maleyo- 
| _ below, IE un out through 
; | all 


1 4 1 | 
all the 8 which provoked and ia Ate 


thaxity . would beap upon it—if I could look for 
_ . © anyremedy to the misfortunes of our condition ig 


this gloomy and melancholy propre, I ang | 


mu lagk abroad for relief. * 


As 2 general propoſition I ſableribe to its 


= Pay that i it is better for a nation to govern itſelf 
than to. be governed by foreigners. Do not the 


particular circumſtances of Ireland from an ex. 


Feption * f 


| True, 5 will not be that clofe and endear- 
ing connection which ſubſiſts between the people 
of England and their repreſentatives: the moſt 

| ſapguine friend to the Union cannot promiſe 


that ; ; but at leaſt we ſhall be delivered from 


the empire of prejudice and reſentment. The 


Parliament of Great-Britain ſpeaks the opi- 


nion af the. Britiſh public. Our grievances will 


be fairly canyaſſed and examined ona large theatre, 


and a free and culightened people will be our 
judges- Jam not ſure that ſome ſpirit of national 
Animalicy and rivaliy will not corrupt the inte- 
grity of their judgments; but I appeal to every 
reflecting Iriſhman whether we ſhall meet with as 
many prejudices as we have at preſent to encoun- 
ter. If the choice were between an Engliſh and 
a fair Iriſh public I ſhould not heſitate ; but that is 
not the alternative propoſed to the people of Ire- 
| land, but between a neigbouring enlightened na- 

tion, and 2 ſet of wen, born. indeed in the fame: 
country, 
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country, but lavidg no conneQion i habit; re- 
ligion, ſcarcely of language with them; hating, 
deſpiſing them, de riving from the cireumſtance of 
being born within the ſame geographical arrange. 
ment ith them, only every local Prejudice and 
exery local animoſity. If there is any thing which 


may fairly be called a public opinion influencing 5 
and controuling the Parliament of this 554 
j dom, 1 give up the whole argument. I ſpeak | 


not of the opinion of a few corporations or grand 


Jufies, which comes loaded with all the poiſon of 


party rancour, but a public opinion ſpeaking the 


fentiments and feelings of the bulk of the people, 
il, pogr: wretches,. 7 2705 any. mints of 1 


eelings left. P 8 5 en 
: Hi is the ground on aneh 1 and, in ef: 


ing the meaſure of an Union, and I truſt I do not 


depart. from the ſentiments of a good Iriſhman i in 


: ſo doing . It has been one of the arts of the op- 


ems of this falutary plan to aſſume the whole 
welit 'of Pakriotiſm to themſelves, and ſtigmatiſe 5 
ever ery one *who would throw off: the fron yoke of 
Katy Forernment, either as a: Partizan of rebel · 


Hon, © ora *ervile ſupporter of the minifter.” I do 


not wonder that thoſe who for a ſeries of years 
have enjoyed all the benefits of this government, 
ſhould wiſh to retain it, and endeavour to raiſe a 
popular cry in its favour ; but that they who have 
long crouched beneath their government, who 


>2 have received nothing but oppreſſion and inſult 
Y if the bands of the _ faction, who were 


yeſterday 


+: 


tay 


Foeſterda ſmatting under their laſh, with their 
ſtripes fan freſh upon their backs, ſhould raiſe 
5 an uproar in defence of the deſpotiſm from which, 

the kiednels of Providence would deliver them, 
and turn againſt their benefactors and ſaviours. 


Such eredulity and folly may truly ſeem ſurpriz- 


ing; but I truſt the eyes of the people will ſooabe 


open, that they willacknowledge with gratitude the: 
mild and beneficent- ſpirit which. dictated the 


' ſcheme of the Union. Future generations of 
Iriſhmen will bleſs the mel of the. eile 


0 * 


who ae We 


There has been a a grea 1 hal of at diſplayed | 


about Catholic emancipation. I have already ob- 
ſerved that the term is improper ; it means the 
admiſſion, of the Catholics to. political power: 
little benefit would deſcend to the great body of the 
community no- not fer a century to come, An 
Union will really emancipate the Iriſh people; it 


will emancipate them from party government; it 
| will emancipate them from the tyranny of paſſion, 


from the deſpotiſm of prejudice. Some judgment 
5 thoſewho ſupport itandthoſewho 0 oppoſeit ue 
be ſtrange if thoſe to whoſe interpoſition we owe 
in ſome degree our ſafety, whoſe mild and paier- 
nal government has reſtored ſome. happineſs to 


this country, ſhould on a ſudden have conceived 


the project of our deſtruction, and they whoſe 
fury was lately ready to fall upon our heads, who 
cannot conceal their malevo! lence, even when they 
would aſſu me the appearance of friencſhip, aud 

betray 


This is mare than metaphor. 
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deafen the publie ear with their cries a 
Union? who, for the firſt time in their lives, re- 
member that they are Iriſhmen, when they would 
work up our Iriſh: Paſſions and Iriſh prejudices: to 
ſerve their purpaſes? Are not the principal of 
them men who but yeſterday were loud and vehe- 
ment in puſking on every meaſure of violence and 
perſecution, who would food have reigned over 


6 1 


. detray thelr od love of dittentlon eren ia their 


thvitations to concord if they ſhould” be the 


moſt zealous for our welfare. WhO are 4 
os 


the waſted fields and ſmoaking cottages of depopus 


_ lated Ireland, had it not been for the ſeaſonable z ar- 
rival of our venerable chief governor. e 


Iwill not commemorare the mild virtues of that 


noble perſon ; he is too high for panegyrle; but if 


theſe accents of love and reſpect from the moſt TY 


"humble, but not the leaſt fervent of his admirers, 


ſhould gain an audience from bis illuſtrious ear, 


| 1 would tell bim, that whatever have been the 
atchievements of a life dedicated to the ſervice 
of his King and country, Ireland has been the 


ſcene of his proudeſt triumphs. The olive of peace 
which he bas planted in this country will af. 
ford a nobler ſhade to ſhelter his venerable age, 


and flouriſh to ſucceeding ages a more glotious—_ 


monument to his poſterity than all the laurels which 
he gathered 1 in the fields of India. The monſter of 


| t- - religious fanaticiſm, which indicates | its approach - 


ing fate by the laſt convulſive ſtruggles it exerts, 


was a more formidable enemy than the tyrant 
' which he overcame in theſe diſtant regions; and 


ir] the ſhouts of armies ſhall proclaim the victorious 


chieftain 


ft 4.71 
| chit the voice of; a qrivefal people ſhall hail 
* mal and tolerant von: il ano 


. turn with 3 hou fo intereſting a ub | 
= ts anſwer the cavils of peeviſh and Iplenetic 


een. There are ien who will acknowledge 
the evils of out condition, may if poſſible will ex- 


aggerate them; but they will contend that it is 


England which has purpoſely heaped theſe misfor- 
tunes upon our heads, in order. to compel us to 
an Union, as the only remedy to which we can re- 


ſort, and therefore, out of ſpite and vexation, we 
ought to be averſe from a meaſure which England _ 


ſeems ſo ardently to have deſired. It is ſingular 
ia this objedion, that if it reſted upon a fact, as ĩt 
does not, it would prove nothing; but it is as falſe 
in its premiſes as it is impotent in its concluſion. 


England, it is true, has been obliged to tolerate, 
but has never, promoted the oppreſſion under 


vhich this country has laboured; on the contrary, 


It has wife interpoſed to fofien and e 
it. * + RES by 


We ſhall be at no loſs 8 diſcover om whom 


this oppreſſion proceeded, when we confider that 
the majority of this nation has for centuries 


paſt been governed by men who differed from 


them in religion—who at Once feared and deſ pifed ; 


| them. | 
Perhaps this com avis ſeparation of the gover- 


nors and the governed, originated from the Eng- 
lich 
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ith congueſt, but being orice eſtabliſſed: all the 
conſcquences naturally; flowed: It is of no im- 
portance to go back to the reign of King John, 


Tor the purpoſe of venting our ſpleen againſt 


England. It is worfe than idle to be putting 


peoſſible caſes, entirely wide of the rea ſtate of 


Acts, and to ſay, if we never had any connection 


Vith England, we ſhould not Rand in our preſent 


ſingular predicament; the government would have 


| ariſen from the boſom of the people, and there 


would be the, natural connection between the 

rulers and the ruled. I+ſhall not ftay to examine 
how far the conſequenees of this ſu ppoſition are 
well or ill deduced ; all I maintain is, that fince 
che government of; the country: has been erected 
on ĩts preſent baſis, the paſſions of our own coun- 
tymenthave: alone produced the oppreſſion we 
have endured, and that the influence of England 
has been rather exerted in pe than ag- | 
 gravativg ein dee, r | 


ry Syrian. 13 44. N 
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band POR waves din h that dhe eircum- 5 
ſtance which foreigners muſt obſerve, and all good 
Iriſhnten lament, of Ireland's being behind-hand 
with every nation of Europe in the condition of 
her people, is owing to the peculiar feature in 
her government, of being entirely diſtinct and ſe. 
Parat From 1he nation, by remarking, that this 
was her unfoftunate- condition, even before the 


difference 11 ee exiſted. 
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eprteibo t to A Nefbfwatiun; and before e 
diſtinction of ſects could poſſibly have ariſen; the 
evils of a party- government were felt, in the 
authority whieh the Engliſh ſettlers exerciſed 
over the aboriginal inhabitants. This may lend 
ſome plauſibility to the ſpleen and vehemenes-of 
| thoſe politieians who repreſent the Engliſh: na- 
= MM. as the cauſe of all our misfertunes. But I 
have nothing more to do with antique grievances;. | 
'  , than I. have to do with imaginary caſes» The 
__ acrimony of religious diſſention has been ſuper- 
added to the avimoſity'of* different briginals, rr 
rather, the latter diſtindion has been entirely Joſt. 
| in the former. Our governors are our o 
fl, countrymen, and very fe conſider whether. their 
anceſtors came over from England, or were a 
part of the antient inhabitants of the country | 
But the evil is, that though the governors ate 
for the moſt part born in the ſame ecuntfy with ; 
we governed, this does not glve riſe to any tie 
of connection between them; on the contrary, 
it only inflames the ſpirit * party, e . = 
ann the miſery ef the latter, oo 
I have already obferved, that Fogland is obliged | 
to tolerate this party. government. It is a ruth 
of which we ought not to loſe ſight, tar andriſh 
Parliament, entirely independent, cannot exiſt, 
conſiſtentiy with the preſent condition of de em 
Pire. It is eſſential to the nature of our cotſhec- | 
tion with the ſiſter kingdom, that the Engliſh 
Cabinet ſhould poſſeſs a ditedting and controuling 
hong aro in " every "queſtion of” imperial import. 
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once. Wicheut this. inflpench.!, the conne&jon 
between the two countries would be ſoon diflotved 
-+Irelana'would break loafe from England: They 
who haye the word Independence ſo often in 
their mouihs, have been 100. Jong behind the 
durkain not to know, that Iriſh independence iy 
à mee phastom. They are not ſuch nov ices in 
'. the world ag they pretend to be; they mimick 
the, liſp, of ümplicity, but ankwardly-; They are 
nat the dupes of the fing words with which they 
ond eajgle us. As the Athenian woman diſ- 
covered I heophraſtus not to be ag Athenian, by 
ths affectation With which. be.; atticiſed, we know 


theſe gentlemen to he but recnuits in the popular 


band, by their. perpetnal vociferation of — 
worden Lnion! -r. h Union! Great 
Britain myſt, in fact, legiſlate for Ireland; ſhe mar 
/ _ legiflate,cither dixeQlys, by the union of the. Paxli- 
ments, ox.indiretily;throughahe medium. of our 
Parliament. Jt,hecomes the duty | of a Miniſter 
of Great Britain, as ſuch, 10 ſecure, that influence 
cer ihe votes, of the * Ka as will per- 
br etuate, dhe — — 9 * the countries. 


Ariſh people, — meaſures] be purſes or 
_ t9lexates;fpr this purpole.,.. However bis perſonal 
feelings may nevglt, he is, bound 77. Ae 
ee, his office. 
ILO I. ſhall. depart from the cltablibed.; jar- h 


oP of pelitical ſpeculation, -when I conceive a 
ee e be Aud in any; meaſure by a 


een ä 
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virtuous motive. Our pamphileteers, if they are 
not ſo profound as Tacitus, are every jot as ma- 
"licious, © They refine upon human iniquity- by 
ſyſtem, and repreſent every public man under he 
worſt colours by rule. I ſhall un à triff of being 
"thought a dupe; or what is worſe, a mean diſ- 
ſembler, affecting the language of ſimplicity, when 
I. ſuppoſe the Miniſter may have been led to ſhe 
project of the Union by ſome regard to the welfare 
of this country. But whatever may have been his 
motives, it is more important for us tõ enquire, 
- whether we are not, in point of fact, in u ffate of 
2 dependence at preſent, and dependence upon che 
worſt terms. I ſuppoſe I need not gd about to 
prove, that che will of the Britiſh Miniſter is che 
law of our Parliament, in every queſtion in 
which he conceives it worth his while bo make 
known his will. This is a propoſitiong which, 
Uke the firſt principles of Philoſophy, cannot 
gain, but muſt loſe in its evidence by every _ 
: di ctous attempt at demonſtration. e e 
But it may be proper for us to conſider, how 
ä hit uniform ſubmiſſion is obtained} how naii- 
"onal rivalry and animoſity is lulled aſſecp; and 
legiſlators independent i in theory, are rendered de- 
pendent i in practice. This is a queſtioh wbich I 
am neither qualified nor deſirous fully to evolve, | 
My habits of life have ngt.pat me in a ſituation 
to know much of the nauſeous detail of corrup- i 
tion; and if my knowledge extended further, it 
would ill become an independent pen to gratify | 


a | malicious curioſity by the diſplay. But there 
| E 2 18 
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i 4 brächte ig epi which falls immedi 
ately wirhin abe ſcope of theſe obſe rvations : We 
cannot tho1eughly underſtand the nature of the 
. - panty-governmeiit which Prevalls 1 in Irelapdounleſs 
# ve beſtow: ſotne attention upbn it. 
P ſay then, that one of the means by. whidh es 
Britiſn Miniſter obtains the/ ſupport, of, a Aarge - 
majority in our two, Houſes of. Parliament, . 
- by tolerating that empire of -prejugice and paſſion. 
te vrhich Leoneeive all the evils of our condition ate 
tolhe atttibuted. This kind of bargain or contract, 
ſubſiſts hetweec the Migiſter and the members of 
_ - » therminiſterial, majority: Support me in queſtions 
0 which I deem eflgntial to my intereſt, and to the 
engeddten 'hexween the e kingdoms which. 
am bound te maintein end in gvery queſtion of 
mere domeſtic regylation give a. full looſe to all 
your paſſons and prejudices nay, when you go 
down to your counties, exereiſe uncontrouled do- 
minion over all, your geighbopurs; diſcharge your 
animoſity upon. every object of, your diſpleaſure; 
"your ſupport of we indemnifies- you, for every 
offence; you may commit, either from party ar 
| per ſonal feeling, againſt. the en or property 
a of the ſubject. ea,; 
Jt is with extreme retuQaiice: L throw off. the 
0 from our unfortunate, condition. 5 Perſons 
hd, like the writer of theſe remarks, woukl 
. wiſh to'reſpe&'every thing that is eſtabliſhed, and 
Are afraid | to encroach upon the limits of obedi- 
ence and loyalty, while they diſcuſs the evils of 
2 mal - odmiaiſtration, labour under conſiderable 
5 difficulties 


1 1 

| difficulties, in:the-inveſtigation./of as: queſtion. 
Few of the opponents of the Union impoſe any 
af theſe reſtraints upon themſelves; they permit 
themſelves: unbounded petulance, in railing at 
every thing that comes in the way of their argu- 
ments. Bot this example does not give _ laue 
tion to licentiouſneſs on the other iche. not 703 

Fs 4 am not certain I- have been as Hin as 1 | 
wiſh to be; but if I give offence, I wWiſh my 
readers to belieye it is not intentional; I wiſh to 
keep clear of the difficulties of my Fannin, but; 
I'niay be deficient in-ſkill and dexterity. © 

One of; the parties in this bargain, the Minis. 
ter, I think, may be fairly excuſed by the ne· 
ceſſity of his office. Theoriſts may launch their, 
readers on the wide ocean of metaphyſics, and 
talk a great deal of virtue and vice in the. 
abſtract; but whoever ſtudies morals, not as A; 
ſource of idle difquiſitions, but as a practical ſei? 
euce, will ſorm his judgment of the conduft'of 
men, with a perpetual reference ta circumſtances 
and ſituations. The Miniſter of England is 2 
ſubject of the Britiſh « empire, and may be expect. | 
ed to pay ſome regard to all the nations, and 
-11 the various portions of territory ſubject to Our 
common Sovereign; but he may be ſuppoſed to 
feel a regard of preference for the country that 
is immediately the object of his cate. T have al. 
ready obſerved, that it is his primary duty to 
maintain the connection between Great Britain 
and Ireland; and the unfortunate circumſtances 


of our preſent, condition make it neceſſary fo rhitn 
10 


ne 


. 
3 


n 


01 Br Curt eee 
<> 


E 1 At * _ = oy 
e 2 p , LS — AA 9 
je * <Q 7 = 2 
— +, . I Cl iba - 11 e R 4 af v+xlt.ots* wv ArG< Bier AE 


e 


x 
1 
n 
g 


* > View ͤ— — — 


- 22 ** ——— — — 
——— — ——N]K—— — — T. A ˙—ꝛ—ͤ—y ,, 
: 4 = 
* 
* 
9 . 
% 4 * 
* 
= 


'[ 54 1 
to ater: for this purpoſe, 1 made inconl 


with dur welfare. 10 


It is not ſb eaſy; . to „ entuſe chi ne 
duct of our on members; but fatire and inv e. 
tive are not the defign of theſe Obſervations. 11 : 
think it will be for the adyantage of the people © 
this country to be delivered from a government 
in whicy human frailty. bas not been found proof 


-| againſt the force of temptation, and their happi- 


_ Heſs may pay for every "deviation fot: ny 


1 on the part of their rulers. - 


Thave the authority of öh & the moſt illuſ- 
trious friends of Iriſh liberty that this ſtatement is 
juſt. Their names would add ſplendour to theſe 
Pages, but would ednxvict me of preſumption if I 
ventured to mention them on this oecaſſon; they 
Hate affored me, that to their certain knowledge 
© the fiſh part of the Cabinet were conſtantly preſ- 


nig on violent and fangoinary wealures, and 


" Enylifly fofliience bad need to exert all its power 
t Ten _ Tory” within" "ay reaſonable 
Pounds 


* "Bet gem üng that the wert were the eruth, 


Pine was chargeable with all the fuffer- 


BW ings we have endured, that to the rancour of 


'"Ebglith/Hh6ftitity was owing the peculiar ſpirit of 
bee which marks our religious and civil anhi- 
-  moſities; and that thoſe benevolent ſtateſmen, who, 
hee they have been threatened with a loſs of the 
domination they bave have long exerciſed, have 
turned Patriots upon our hands, had been con- 


. 9 erte per in * our grievances, and 


* pouring 


„ 


pouring ban! into our wounds. The queſtion is 
not againſt whom we ſhall vent out ſpleen, but 
what is the beſt practicable mode of berering Our- 
ſelves.” States are not like individaals.in this ref. 
pet—we pardon fone warmth . of reſent ment, 
ſome glow of paflion in the character of a man in 


ſociety; nay, we'require it in that nice mixture 


of ballanced qualities which compoſes an amiable 
and accompliſhed perſon, There are failings ariſ- 


ing from the efferveſcence of blood, which 


particularly i in youth, are ſeemly and decorous 
the character wants life and animation without 
them the colours lie flat upon the canvals.. What 


5 man of genius who does not prefer the ſpirired 


incorrectneſs of an Italian maſter to the dull re- 
gularity of a Dutch painter? This is an obſer- 
vation of Hume, and be inſtances thats amiable 
and heroic prince, Henry TY, of France. We 


like him the better for what a bigot or pedant 


might think failings in his life ; we ſhould. not 


take ſuch a lively intereſt in his various fortunes, 
if the attractions of the beautiful Gabrielle had 


not ſoftened his lion heart. It is a delightfal i image 
to the fancy to repreſent to ourſelves a youthful 
| hero covered with blood and duſt, throwing him- 
ſelt at the feet of an, accompliſhed miſtreſs. We 
ſhould, no doubt, have been prodigiouſiy edified, 


and probably thrown into a comfortable dose, 


if Henry IV. had written a long pious. hopoily 


to the woman whoſe beauty he adored, exhorting 
her to chaſtity, and a number of other excellent | 


_—_ but we feel a eee warmth ſtealing 
n out 


t W BY 


TAE our W and regret the age 4 5 
beautiful illuſions, when we read the letter of 
ahat gallant and warlike prince to his miſtreſs on 
the eve of a battle. which Was to decide the fate of 
his kingdom: If 1 fall, my laſt thought ſhall 
be of God, and my. laſt but one of von. 
Voltaire, who of all men beſt knew how to 
mix up the ingredients, of human flattery into the 
moſt agreeable doſes, never loſes ſight of this 
truth, aring ſrom a nice knowledge of the hu- 
man heart; he does not alone celebrate the qua- 
lities which ene oh, * thoſe, e we 
1 blame and love. 1 | 
Bichardſon, on che 3 he not actending ; 
to. this principle, conſtantly fails, whatever pains 
he takes tg. exhibit perfect characters; he ſome- 
times gains the verdict of our neee ne- 
ver ſucceeds in warming our heart. | 
. Theſe,zefleRipns may diſpleaſe ſome Hay a 28 had 
little connected with the ſubject; but the lovers of 
literature will pardon me, if I ſometimes relieve 
the dryneſs of a. political diſcuſſion, by turning o 
ta topics o greater elegance and amenity. 
I bave conſidered what the heart recggnizes as 
ſeemly and lovely ina human character; but 
none of theſe ſallies of paſſion ate pardonable 
in the conduR of a ſtate: A ſtate is a moral arti- 
ſtgial perſan; it is a contrivance of reaſon for pur- 
poſes which fall alone under tbe pognizance of rea · 
tat it ought to be like the Goddeſs, which, in 
: imaginations of poets, repreſented juſtice with- 
= feeling and witbopt paſſion. Thai cold pbleg- | 
matic attention to intereſt which we but little re- 
liſh i in private life, is the only allowable conduct 
9 


bat 


of a nation; we nels not, therefore; to cohſider 
what feelings we ought to entertain towards Eng- 
land, but ſoberly and diſpaſſionately examine whe- 
ther any way is open to us for improving our con- 
dition but by a Union of the Parliaments; and 
it is of importance not to forget, that after all, 
the qucſtion is not between a ſtate of perſect in- 
dependence, and ſubjection to Engliſh legiſlation. 
We are now governed by influence, as in the 
event of an Union we ſhall be governed by re- 
gular acts of Parliament; fo that the queſtion re. 
ſolwves itſelf into this: Which is i better for us to 
be governed by the Engliſh Miniſter, acting 


ſecretly by the means I have deſeribed, and b 


others which the reader will | eaſily conceive, 
| through the medium of our twq Houſes, or by 
a fair unprejudiced Engliſh public, ſpeaking by 
the organ of the 'Engliſh Parliament? aud we 
muſt not go back to other times, and conſider wh at 
we may conceive to haye been the growing proſ. 
perity of Ireland before tlie late rebellion?ꝰ We 
muſt take Ireland as ſhe is at this moment 
bleeding under the conſequenees of à ſuppreſſed * 
| inſurreRion, afteRed as ſne muſt be in common 
with the reſt of Eutepe by the revohtion ir 
France; in fine, acted upon by all the events 
domeſtic and foreign which have lately puſſed be. 
fore our eyes. This is not queſtion; on Which 
we may give a looſe to our imaginations=we: ate! 
bound up in ſpace and time we arèt limited by 
every conſideration which muſt ariſe ona queſtion 
of condukt; we are to conſider not only What is 
| = wit 


„ i 8 7 „„ 
right, dot That is expedient'; ve is Gefrable, 
but what is practicable. We are to look at Ire- 


land with all her circumſtances about her. We 
- are not to forget”: the diſſenſiong and aui moſitiei 


which prevail among ber people. Ihe feelings 


of the governors and the governed, relatively to 


ceeeach other; nay, the chataQers of pubhe men 


- ought nbt to eſcape us. There is not a topic 
of political importance which Iriſhmen. ought not 
ſoberly and diſpaffionately to examine, before 

they come to u deciſion; then let them decide - 


IIIt iscoften aſked, when we ſhall ſee the mighty 


| een that are promiſed from ant Union. 
None but à ridiculous viſionary wil ag 
Abt a Union will operate as à taliſman; and ſud- 
denly cure all the evils of our condition; but it 
will deliver us from the preſſute of a party- 
| government. And if, as have endea voured to ſhew, 
2 party- government is the great cauſe why Ireland 
bas not profited of all the advantages which na- 
ture, with a liberal hand, has poured out upon 
ber, why ſhe has not kept - pace with the other 
countries of Europe in ſooial improvements, with 
: = great natural ſuperiority over moſt of them we 
may reaſonably hope, when this cauſe of our 
calamities is removed, that we ſhall riſe to our 
natural level. That wit and hilarity, for: which 
Iriſhmen are ſo celebrated, will no longer be em- 
ployed in animating the exceſſes of nocturnal de- 
bauch, but the vigour of mind from which they 
proceed, being turned into the channel of regu- 
lar, ſober — _ bring commerce into our 
3 N OV ports, | 
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ports, and diffuſe agriculture over our bogs>—Liilh- 
men will-no longer wander a race of luſpetted 
exiles, depending upon the ſucceſs of an intrigue 
for à diſſionourable livelihood, but aſſume a ſtate 
of true honour and dignity in cultivating the do- 
meſtie virtues at home. That valour, which now, 
ſpending itſelf in nodturnal brawls and ptivate 
quarrels, often carties deſolation into the boſom 
of private families, and converts the manſion of 
gniety into the houſe of mourning; will exert 
itlelf in teprefling and humbling the wicked and 
| implacable enemy of the civilized world. Per- 
baps theſe are the illuſions of a heated fancy 
perhaps the event will diſprove theſe predictions 
of a patriotic enthuſiaſm ; but this, at leaſt, is the 
fervent prayer of one who has no intereſt 10 
promote but the welfare of his country; 5 who can 
deblare, in the fincerity of his. heart, that he ne- 
vet formed a wiſh or harboured a ſentiment, in. 
conſiſtent with what he conceived. the: e N 
of bis fellow- creatures. 
1 bave done with the ſubject of: this Wien, 3 
| which has already. exerciſed many pens, and 
_ which will perbaps receive little additional light 
from theſe ſpecalations. But 1 ſhould not ſatisfy 
the motive which originally led / me to this under- 
taking, to contribute my mite to the peace and 


tranquillity of my country, if I did not offer 


ſome reflections on the character and genius of 
the prevailing religion of the people, and conſi- 
der the tendency of the aſſociations Ms, them- 
—_—_ The | 


The 


—"— 


ed. before theſe times, with favouring the doc-" 
trines of infidelity, or authorizing the pretenſions 
of rebellious ſubjects. Some perſons, whoſe ſen- 


timents were hoſtile to it, have ſulpected that it | 


was the natural enemy of civil liberty. But ne- 


Ver hitherto has it been thought, that authority 5 


had any thing to dread from its characte and 
genius. I we look at its hiſtory, we-ſhall find 
it unifortnly on the fide of magiſtracy. So con- 
vinced were: the authors of the revolution in 
France, of itg tendency to counterat their views, 
that it was a familiar maxim with them, II fais. 
deatholiſer” It France. It will not be the leaſt 
cutious among the ſingularities of this eventful 


period, "that a religion, which-was formerly ſup-: 


poſed to maintain the divine and indefeaſible right 
of King gs, and U hich was made the object of 
leg ile perſecution on that account, ſhould now. 
19 coticeived to incline to the new-fangled no- 
 1i6ns of liberty and the rights of man. He would 
be an ingenious ſpeculator, that would trace any 
connection between tlie volumes of Sir Robert 
Filmer, and the licenticus e of n 


4 


5 s 3 
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It was an obſervation, or, perhaps, the largeſt 
aid moſt. pregnant 'mind that ever ſurveyed- the 
hiſtory of man, that. thoſe religions which had 
long deen under the protection. of authority, were 
naturally inclined, to favour. its prerogatiyes z 
A whereas, 


IS > Wo oe —— — V 


Lal: 
he Catholic . has, at a times, 


been attacked by a number of enemies of va- 
rious deſeriptions; but it has never been charg - 


| 


| [ -G1 X ] 

whereas; the JC ROAR of popular refiſtance might 
| perhaps be traced in thoſe ſyſtems of worſhip, 
which had grown up againfſt eſtabliſnment, and 
had originally been the objects of a coercive aud 
reſtraining poliey on the part of the magiſtrate. 
Apply this principle to the preſent caſe. Is that 
religion, which was once the ſole governing reli- 
gion of Europe, a religion of rebellion ? It might 
moderate the exceſſes of power, to mark the 
Fpirit of retributive juſtice which ſeems to run 
along with the ſtream of time. We are now de- 
fending the Catholic religion, as not the enemy 
of authority; and there was a. time when any 
ad of offence againſt it, was thought to argue ihe 
moſt rebellious diſpoſition in the ſubject. Cardi- 
nal Bentivoglio, who, after the manner of the : 
:antient hiſtorians, puts ſpeeches in the moutbs of 
the actors in his ſtory analogous to their ſeveral 
characters, and as he conceived expreſſive; of their 
_ ſentiments, repreſents the D. of Alva as uttering 
an opinion to this effect: —That iron ſoldier, - 
whoſe heart was never afailed by fear; as his bow. 
els. never melted to compaſſion, little thought 
when he employed fire and ſword againſt the 
Reformation, that perſons of the ſame tenets as 
thoſe he ſo rigidly proſcribed, would one day be 
the maſters and the followers of that religion, 
which alone he deemed compatible with the pre- 
rogatives of his Sovereign, would in their turn 
be purſued by irritated authority, as its natural 
and incorrigible enemies. his example i is enough 
to make the ſterneſt advocate for ſeverity tremble. 
A God 


+ 
" 


e e they had formerly endutet . 


1 tit 


A God of 3 1 terrible juſtice hs —— 
ebe conceras of this earth; he makes the poſte- 
rity of the guilty accountable for the fins of their 
nathers, and often at a diſtant period raiſes up the 
objects of perſecution, to be the inſttuments of 
retaliation on the heads of thoſe, hoſe mereileſs 


We have only to regard a little the Catholic 
ea, tobe convinced that it is the faftheſt 


5 poſſible from any connection with infidelity; ick 
TO _ exerciſes the faith of its votaries more thag any 


other. ſyſtem of worſfiip; it keeps human reaſon 


under a ſeveie, controul, and enacts à more im- 


plicit and uniform ſubmiſſion of the underſtatid- 


ing te authority. It accordingliy was the form of 
Shriſliavity which: the infidels of France partieu- 
"larly dete ſied it was that of which they had 
chiefly felt the preſſure, and which they arere moſt 
anious td deſtry. Indeed, their enmity to 


Chriſtianity was principally excited by the Ca- 


tbolic religion; and it was through the ſides of 
_ the latter that they attacked the former. That 
A were the ſentiments of d Alembert, Dide- 


and the other original champions of difbe- 
. appears from a paſſage out of the late Lord 
Orford's correſpondence, which was publiſhed 
ſome time ago in one of our papers; and that 
their ſucceſſors, the Condorcets, the Briſſots of 


tde preſent: day, did not-depart from them, may 


de gathered from their ſpeeches and writings.” 
A Catholic prieſt, muſt therefore be the 
weakeſt of all weak mo who in any degree 


lends | 
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ads himſelf to the views of he F LEY roles. 
hat has been the fate. of his brethren in F rance? | 
They have; partly been maſſacred, aud ſuch as 


have eſcaped from the daggers that were bran- i 


diſhed tor. their deſtrudion, live upon the bounty 
ol men, aliens indeed, from their particular mode 
af faith, but united with them in the eee ä 
| of the Chriſtian egligjans: 555, 5. 
Let it not be ſaid that Catholics are Faithful. to 5 
princes of their own. perſuaſion, but rebellious to 
governors. whom. they regard as betetics. - _ -- 
alt might formerly be a point of contention 
which particular form of Chriſtianity, ſhould pre- 
vail:—Setis had leiſure to tear each other to 
pieces about ſpeculative tenets; but theſe difler- 
ences ſhould ceaſe now that a more impartant 
queſtion has. ariſen i in the. European; world, —The 
followers of Chrilt ſhould now be united—they 
are united in the attack, add ſhould be united in 
the defence. It is only in this. unfortunate iſland 
that the conteſt is ahout the Catholie and Proteſ- 
teſtant modes of faith. Every where elle -the mat- 
ter diſputed is whether there ſhall. be any bie. 
| BUY) at all in the world. 7:5 
We may fay that the grainy of r And 
ciſm, has imprinted upon our ſoil his laſt. lingering 
: footſteps ; ; but we might diſpenſe, with his parting + 
vitit;—he is not like Aſtrea-he will not leave 
behind bim a number of happy, human be- 
ings to regret his departure: I am afraid blood 
and deſtruction are the only marks by which we 


Mall trace that he bas been there. This leads mo 
to 


tar 


70 bender "the * principles” of his rotirfidhu 
855 number of perſons have affociatedtogerher'. to 
VWoyrſnip him in 4 folemb thamer, and ay Have 
alſumed the name of Orange Crübt ss? 
f theſe Obſervations ſhould ever mch. any 
readers out of the ſiſter country, "they will be 
very apt to miſtake the nature of theſe Orange 
Cly bs ; they may conceive they are afſociations of 

erfons who meet to- celebrate the - memory of 
Lear William. Af this was their object, ſo far 
8 condemning them, I ſhout be among the 

noſt zealgus and forward te to ſoncit anne into 

Zi bf chem Od d 770% delt dig 
oy I'venerate—l adore” the mdr of King Wil. 
Ham. If x rity of liberty {tilt continues to cheer 
*thi foetal world of Evrope; ik the whole of that 
pre cious fre has not been extioguiſhed 1 in the pre- 

ſent conteſt between lawleſs force and eſtabliſhed 
authority, it is to the unwearied exertions of that 

illuſtrious Prince we are indebted for it; with va- 
tour and patience, which neither Adverfty could 
break nor diſappointment weary, he perfevered 
to defend the independence of Europe againſt the 
| enterprizes of that weak and vain monarch Louis 
XIV. A ſaying of his when his native country, 
| Hblland, was invaded by the moſt formidable 


| armies then in the world, and deſpondency be- 


gan to communicate itſelf to the ſtouteſt hearts, 
fhould particularly at the preſent period, be im- 
preſſed on the breaſts of all ſovereigns. Happy 
if his example could rouſe them to that fortitude 


| Wdich i is neceſſary to meet the dangers they have 


to 


i 


„ Lö 
to encounter. Lam determined, 5 ſaid he, 4 to 
die in the laſt dyke of my country.” A calm phleg- 


matic conſtancy marked the whole of his con- 


dact; be ſeemed to riſe above the ſphere of hu- 
man paſſions ; bis courage was without oltenta- 
tion; vanity never dictated any of his entetpiiacs 
deliberate and collected in the cabinet — intrepid 
trepid in the field. His plans were contrived 
with wiſdom and executed with boldneſs. He 
vas often defeated never diſgraced; he had 
great generals to contend wih fortune de- 
ſerted him, but her caprices never had power 
over bis reputation. Let it not be forgotten by 
5 thoſe who make uſe of his name to cover their 
narrow bigotry, that in an age of religious ani- 

moſities; a benignant tolerant ſpirit 1 was a diſtin- 
guiſhing feature in his charafer. What would 
be have thought; if, in that country where his 
victorious hand planted not the tree of modern 
liberty watered with blood, but the protecling 


| ſhade of the Britiſh Conſtitution, ke had ſeen per- 


ſons who called themſelves Chriſtians, when their 
common God and Saviour was attacked by a 
conſpiracy of infidel fanatics, abandoning the 
cauſe of the general defence, aud perſecutibg 


ceeach other with all the virulence of bigotry run 


mad. Fou who admire King William, ſtudy a 
little the hiſtory of his life; do not all that lies in 


you to diſgrace by your ſtupid ene the ob· 
ject of your veneration. 


I ſhall not adopt any vague conttadided re- 


ports in explaining the nature of the Sage 


Clubs. F abulous enormities, will, no doubt, be 
F FTF 
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, imputed by DE malice to perſons affecting 
© myſterious ſecrecy. Thus, no doubt, the an- 
"cient Templars were calumniated in the reports of 

tde times; and perhaps this principle may have 

5 operated in the late accounts which have been 
© publiſhed reſpecting the Free- Maſons and: illumi- 
nated ſocietieg of the preſent day. If the Orange 


<Clabs were no more than aſſociations to aſſiſt 


the executive magiſtrate in the exerciſe: of hisgo- 
'y.rnment, I ſhould not be ow” ſevere in n my : 
 Urictures upon them. 
1 certainly do not approve of tuch aflociatibns 
in quiet times. I think that any inſtitution 'which 
would carry the little [prejudices and paſſions: of 
private life into the diſpenfation of public juſ- 
tice is not as a general principle, agreeable to the 
ſpirit of wiſe government, and particulatiy repug- 
nant ro the genius of the Britiſh-Conftitution;— 
The Britiſh Conſtituiion has at its head an ex- 
cecutive magiſtrate who is ſuch oy * 
right. | : 
Payne has flung a ne deal of low liberat 
abuſe on hereditary government; but ſome of 
the wiſeſt thinkers that ever enlightened the world 
+ "have been ſtrong in their commendations of it, 
and chiefly upon this principle that by the law 
of hereditary ſucceſſion the magiſtrate is qualified 
- toexerciſe an elevated unprejudiccd ſpirit in the 
Adminiftration of the laws. He does not come 
to his office warm with all the ànimoſities and par- 
lalities which he would prbbably derive from the 
e Er of 1 life: not e mixed much 


in 
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in the ſocieties of. private individuals, he. is not 
likely to nave any ſpleen to gratify, or friendſhip 
to indulge, which might diſturb the erect and un · 
biaſſed genius of government. 


But it is evident that this W of heredi- 


tary conſtitution will be deſtroyed, if every ex- 
ciſe-man with a bit of Orange ribband flauncing 
from his button-hole is to become the exeeutiye 
magiſtrate of the pariſh. Individuals will not live 
under the protection of equal laws adminiſtered 
without paſſion or prejudice by a magiſtrate ſo far 
raiſed above them that he cannot poſſibly be ſup- 
poſed to ſelect any of them as the objecis of his 
animoſity or ſpleen, but will be ſubjected to the 
tyranny of all the paſſions which can infeſt the 
breaſt of a man in private life. 


If, however, the aſſociations i in queſtion were of 


this deſcription ſolely, I ſhould not venture to 
cenſure them with any ſeverity, Extraordinary 
times require extraordinary. proceedings. A 
great man who well underſtood and fondly che- 


riſned liberty, has ſaid—when bad men conſpire, 
85 good men muſt aſſociate, - 


The Engliſh conſtitution cannot be expett- 
ed to purſue its elevated majeſtic courſe with- 
out deviation, when all the evil paſſions of the 


human breaſt are let looſe againſt it. Aſſocia» 


tions of what are called United Iriſhtnen have been 
formed for the deſtruction of civil order, and al- 


ſociations of the loyal and well diſpoſed to coun- 


tera& them may be allowed. 
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Ir civil liberty and good government offers in 
this conteſt, they alone are anſwerable for the 
conſequences, who, by their wicked attempts to 
deſtroy the frame of the ſtate, induce the warm- 
eſt friends of the antient rights of the na- 
tion to countenance proceedings which they 
would not otherwiſe approve of. It is thus that 
licentiouſneſs produces deſpotiſm, and the ſupport- 
ers of what is called popular liberty, become the 
moſt powerful auxiliaries of arbitrary power. 

Aſſociations of this kind have met with the ap- 
probation of perſons in the fiſter country, to whoſe 
authority I ſhould ever make it a a point to 5 
my private ſentiments. Tp 
If, therefore, the Orange Clubs went no far- 
ther than I have flated, I ſhould ſcarcely venture 
to condemn them. Though 1 ſhould not approve 
of them as a general inſtitution, I ſhould admit 
they were warranted by the puberty eircom- 
ſtances of the times. ä 

J have already obſerved that I ſhall take no vague 
popular reports in commenting upon theſe aſſociĩ. 
ations. Oaths have been imputed to them at 
which humanĩty ſhudders, and which it is impoſ- 
ſible could ever form a band of connection be- 
tween honeſt men I ſhall advert only to two 
principles which are confeſſedly eſſential to the 
inſtitution, and which appear to me in the higheft 
degree condemnable ; the firſt is the rigid exclu- 
fon of Roman Catholics 5: the ſecond, the oath 


of ſecrecy by which the members bind themſelves. 
bo; 


L 9 J : 

If the 9 Clubs are aſſociations of loyalty 
to maintain the authority of the magiſtrate and 
reſtrain the ſeditious, why not admit every per- 
ſon who has given good proofs of his attachment 
to the government of the country, without any 
reference to religious opinions? Toexclude Ro- 
man Catholics, as ſuch is ſubſtantially to ſay, 
that every. perſon, profeſſinig that faith is naturally 
an ally of the French demagogues, and unworthy 
of truſt from the eſtabliſhęd government. I think 
4 have already ſhe wn that nothing can be falſer 
than ſuch a ſentiment. I am ſure. that every 
thinking man will. agree with me that no- 
thing can be more pernicious. than to propagate it, 
What can more. effectually aſſiſt the views of the 
Erench rulers in any deſign of invaſion: which 
they may meditate. againſt this country, than to 
tell the majority of our people, the tenor 
of their religious belief would naturally per- 
ſuade them to forward the objects of their wicked 
ambition, 

As a plan of policy, this contrivance is abſurd, 
and ridiculous in the extreme; as an experiment 
af ingenuity it would be entitled to ſome praiſe. 

All the whimſical comhinations that ever preſent- 
ed themſelves to the greateſt lovers of the mon- 
ſtrous, that ever agitated the dreams of a perſon i in 
the burning violence of a fever, never equalled 
tbe ſingular union that theſe gentlemen would ef- 
fet—of French principles and the Roman Catho. 
lic faith. Without, their aſſiſtance, 1 ſuppoſe it 
would not enter, into the diplomatic i imagination of 
L*Abbe Sie yes himſelf— for the maſſacres of * * 
tbolic 
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tholic curly in dite, and the Hy or their 8 
property for the murdeters of the Pope to look” 
for allies among . the bigotted Fe of Ire. | 
land. ; 
T mall not enlarge upon this topic BY folly 
of the principle blended inſeparably | with the 
Orange inſtitution is too glaring not to prefs upon 
the underſtanding of [Syery unprejudiced ob. ; 
ſerver. CRM. 
I paſs to the ſecond rule of theſe clubs, to bid e 
the members by an oath of ſecrecy. Political af- 
foclations with an oath of ſecrecy covering their 
proceedings from'the public view, as they arenew ' 
in the annals of the Britiſh conſtitution, ſo they 3 


are in the higheſt degree pernicious and even cri. 


mizal. —There is no Knowing what uſe the faQious 
may make of ſuch an inſtitution. 

The Orange clubs are loyal to-day, | but whowill 
anſwer for their continuing ſo? May they not be- 
come to-morrow the inſtruments of private am- 
bition. The oath of ſecrecy by which they are 
ſheltered from the obſervation of the goyernment, 
affords an opportunity of engrafting any princi- 
ples upon them, of converting them to any pur- 
poſe. I think this ſubject deſerves the ſerious 
conſideration of the legiſlature, and it is a very 
important queſlion whether ftrong means ſhould 
not be adopted t to ſuppreſs ſuch afſociations. Dy 

An ad bas been paſſed, if I miſtake not, in 
England, obliging all clubs and ſocieties to give a 
public account of the objects of their inſtitution. 
An exemption was demanded in favour of the 
Free. Malons, but though this inſtitution was ſtat- 


ed 
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4 and admitted, to be an ;oftivaiog anc 
volent the wiſe ſtateſmen who, diſcuſſed the 
queſtion, thought Al focietiee in general, ſheltered, 
ſrom..the inſpection of the magiſtrate by an 
oath. of beerely, incompatible. with regula 8 
” vernment. Gee 119508 
hut I aq; not under. the . of making uſe 
of; legal. or conſtitutianal analogies in the preſent, 
2 argument. 1 aſſert. roundly that by an- expreſs at 
of Parliament all Orange Clubs are illegal meet-, 
ings, and all perſons tendering the Orange oath. 
are guilty, . of felony and, liable to tranſportation. 
for life. The act of the 25th of the King, in the 
part relative iP. vplanful cathy. THR in theſe 
words ; 


1 60 Any perſon, or perſons nat duly pak law | 


toadminifter. oaths, who ſhall adminiſter or cauſe to, 
be. adwiniſterec 1 or tender or caule to be tender- 
ed. to, or by threats, promiſes, perſuaſions, or other 
undue means, cauſe, induce, or procure to be taken 
by any perſon. or perſons any, unlawful oath or ſo- 
lemy, engagement. upon, a book, qr. otherwiſe, and be- 
ing by due courſe of law; thereof convicted, ſhall be 


adjudged guilty, of felony, and may be tranſported 


for life; and every perſon Who. ſhall take any 
ſuch. oath. or ſolemn engagemet as. aforeſaid, not 
being thereto compellcd by inevitable neceſſity and 
being by due courſe. of law thereof convicted, 
| ſhall be adjudged guilty of felony and ſuffer as a 
felon, and'may be tranſported for ſeven. years.” 


This clauſe is not very correctly drawn; it 


may ſeem doubtful on an inattentive peruſal of 
the 


ET. 


the firſt! part, whether it is the circuraſtance of the 
oath's. being admi niſtered by « a perſon not law- 
fully qualified, or the oath's not being in its na- 
ture lawful, or undue means being uſed to cauſe 
its being taken, which of theſe conſtitutes the guilt 
| under the ſtatute. But the reader will obſerve, that 
phraſe 2 folemn engagement,” . is put in "the 
firſt, part as ſynonimous with vnſawful 'oath;” 
and unlawful oath is entirely omitted in the 
ſecond part. 1 apprehend, therefore, the ſtatuie 
attaches to every oath however in its form legal, 
adminiſtered by a perſon not duly qualified. | 
With reſpe& to undue means, perſuaſion] is one 
of the undue means mentlohed in the act. No 
14 doubt can ariſe therefore, on this heat. 
It will not be ſaid that this act was levelled a- 
gainſt perſons of an oppoſite deſcription to the 
members of the Orange Clubls.' The legiſlature, 
to gaard againſt abuſes and evaſions, forbids ge- 
nerally all oaths adminiftered by perſons not qua: 
lifed by law. 'When the act of Parliament is 
thus unqualified in che prohibition, it is not for tbe 
private individual to fay—T may tranſgreſs the ge- 
neral rule delivered” in ſo many words, becauſe, 
in my imagination, my caſe does not fall within 
f che meaning of ihe legiſlature. My only anſwer is 
ſuch is the law, and and 50 Iriſh ſubject is 


| pound: to 12 Wet 
: 5 Had I | 


* A gentleman mals kindneſs will ever claim my 7 gratefol 
remembrance, as his profeſſional learning muſt command my 
reſpeR, informs me there was a reſolution of the Judges in ſup- 
port of this interpretation ; but his abſence on circuit prevented 
We from obtaining the neceſſary references | 


e + 


. had thus far proceeded with a cautious fiep, 


when! the melancholy tidings from the Continent” 
ruſhed upon my ear. I have endeavoured to im- 
| preſs my mind yith a religious ſenſe of the awful 
taſk Thave undertaken ; I know I havè all the preju 
| dices of many of the moſt virtuous of my readers 
to encounter. It is not without heſitation that I. 
put my pen to paper, to perſuade my country. 
men to give. up the pride, Nay, let me call it 
| if 1 will, the idle boaſt of a nominal independ- 
ence. "T reſpe& that pride—it is a glorious boaſt 
| * is connected with the beſt feelings, with the 
nobleſt paſſions. Woe to that nation which i is not 


proud ! 1 
I have turned the matter over el over again 


in my mind, and it is from a thorough conſcien- 
tious conviction, that a Union with Great Britain 
will be for the happineſs of the Iriſh people, that 
I have traced the arguments which the reader 
has peruſed ; it will deliver them from the party 


government which has long oppreſſed them, 
which has pinned their noble faculties to the 
earth. It will ſecure a fair unprejudiced hearing 
to their grievances—a c calm diſpaſſionate diſcuſſion 


to their laws. Triſh genius and Iriſh valour will - 


have room to exert themſelves ; we ſhall not be 


confined to the melancholy taſk, of reading the 
. atchievements of our countrymen in ſome merce- 


nary foreign ſervice, where the eye of a patriot 
muſt drop 2 tear over every victory. Iriſhmen 
ſhall lead the armies. of their King and country, 


to b battle and to glory. 


6 


But 


* bl „ 
8 after all, erery. writer in favour. of the 


Union comes in a very queſtionable. ſhape; his 


arguments ſhould. not only provoke a full and 
thorough inveſtigation, but. ſhould be canvaſſed 
with jealouſy and ſuſpicion. I. haye. dons my 


duty -I have ſatisfied my. conſoſence—1 have de- 


livered the opiniomwhich L think | conducive to the 
intereſt of my countrymen, and I baye ſupported 


it by the reaſons which have determined. my. own 
mind. It is now for my readers to diſcharge their 
duty on their part. Tbe Iriſhman. ho affents t to ; 
an, Union, without the fulleſt, conviction on his 
| breaſt, commits 3, flagrant. on, againſt, God. 
and his country, Lehrer 
„But recent events. preſent a mote momentous 1 
queſtion to our minds. Important as the queſ- 
tion of the Union i is, there is one of a ſtill higher T 


order of importance. Perſons muſt not deceive 
themſelves—this is not a. common war—this is. 


not one of thoſe contells which formerly engaged | 


unquict paſſions of the buman, breaſt. were let 


looſe, in ſtrugtzling for ſame trifling, often ima- 


ginary point of intereſt, often ſome. punRilio, of 
chimerical honour. This is a Prevailing, Error. = 
has ariſen, not. merely from the voluntary miſre · | 
| preſentations of men, who conceive they have an 


intereſt in miſleading us, but it is very much the 


offspring of vulgar craft. Shrewd, cunning men, 
of narrow views and little policy, have been very 
much the dupes of their own conceited littleneſs. 


When the true nature of the war is ſtated, they 


give 


27 


give A fignificant hs or contemptuous bade, 
and ridicule ſuch language as the effuſion of 
ſchool-boy romance. There is no doubt but the 
French nobleman, who, when titles and armo- 
rial bearings were 'aboliſhed in France, diſplayed a 
cloud: painted on the arms of his carriage, with the - 
motto, (u paſſera, hugged himſelf in the conceit 
that he had as much wiſdom as wit; yet we 
þave ſeen the conſequences—the French noble · 
man in queſtion is perhaps at this day begging 
his bread at the door of ſome proud almoner in 
a foreign capital; whereas he might be rolling in 


ſplendor at home, if he and his brethren had ſeen 


clearly the nature of the conjuncture which was 
about to open upon them. Let then, the tribe 
of vulgar mechanical politicians, as 1 think Burke 
calls them, be ſilent. Theſe are not times for 
che cant of narrow · minded ſhrewdneſs—theſe are 


not queſtions that are within the range of their 


every - day ſpeculations. To ſave ourſelves from 


deſtruction, we muſt riſe to an accurate know- 
ledge of our fituation. Formerly the zeal and 


paſſion of private men, in political diſcuſſions, 


were juſtly ridiculed. To make uſe of an 


expreſſion of Goldſmith, in his pleaſant Comedy 
of She Stoops 10 Conquer : „ We had need to 


trouble ourſelves as little about Hyder Ally, as 
about Ally Croaker. But the events of this time 


have brought political queſtions to the fire- ſide of 


the moſt retired individual. Every perſon who 
has a foot of ground in the world every perſon 


who 1 to ſupport bimſelf and family by 


honeſt 


„ 
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haneft induſtry, is intereſted in reſiſting the con- 
ſpiracy of deſperate adyenturers for the deſtruce- 
tion of the laws and inſtitutions, which ſecure to 
every man the enjoyment of his acquiſitions. 1 
do not know any claſs of men who is not inte- 


reſted. Even to thoſe deſperate adventurers them - 


ſelves, if hey are not as regardleſs of their own. . 


lives as they are of all laws buman and : 
of the commands of their Maker, and the happi ; 


neſs of their fellow- creatures, I would prapoſe 
the example of the Duke of Orleans. Did ever 
the imagination of the moſt gloomy fanatie con- 


ceive ſo tormenting a hell as muſt have raged in 


his breaſt, when hurried to an ignominicus death, 


by thoſe very men whom be had nurſed in the 


boſom of crimes— He caſt: a laſt look on the 
ſcene of his paſt greatneſs and ſplendour, on the 
Palais Royal—what muſt have been his reflecti- 


ons when he thought to what end he had brought 
himſelf, and by what means! and yet. if the moſt 
prodigal waſte of the largeſt patrimony, could 


ſecure the friendſhip of the wicked, it was not 


among thoſe whoſe horrible countenances ſur- 
rounded his bloody ſcaffold, that he had reaſon 
to look for his executioners. If unſhaken perſe- 
verance in crimes could ſecure permanent proſ- 


perity to wickedneſs, that atrocious conſpirator 


againſt his name and blood, might hope for no. 
other puniſhment but the avenging ſcorpions of a 


_ guilty conſcience. He was ſhackled in the career 
of his- iniquity, neither 7 principle: nor preju- | 
þ dice. - 


L would 


— 
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I would adviſe, therefore, the 1 PTY 
does to reflect before they plunge their country 
into unparalleled wretehedneſs, by a ſeries of un- 
paralled crimes. If the Duke of Orleans was too 


high to affect them by the parallel, let them | 


lock at the names of thoſe who began the bloody 
proceſſion of French crimes. L'Abbe Sieyes is 
almoſt the only one who has not either expiated 
his guilt on the ſcaffold, or who does not bear 
4. him the ſingular and merited fate, of be- 
ing deteſled in wretchedneſs—who is not at once 
the needy and abhorred outcaſt of ſociety. | 
With reſpect to all other deſcriptions of men, 
I would beſeech--I would implore them to for- 
get their animoſities in the common cauſe of their 
country. This is not the concern of one ſect or 
of one party. Every worſhipper of the Deity— 
at whatever altar he kneels—in whatever form he 
offers up his ſupplications to his Maker, muſt 
abandon his creed when he abandons the ſtand- 
-ard to which I would exhort him. Every man 
Who has any regard for good government, whe- 
ther be is attached to a Monarchical or Republi- 
can form, is intereſted in repelling the invaſion 
which menaces all the inſtitutions of civil life. 
Let the harſh voice of bluſtering perſecution 
be ſtill—1I would not recommend an effeminate 


.mercy—l would not relax the arm of government 
 —the times require ſeverity ; but let public juſ- 


tice be dignified as well as ſevere. Let the magiſ- 
trate diſcharge the rigour of the Iaw—not ſeem to 


let looſe the impetuous 7 of the individual. 
Let 


* 
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Let bibs remember, that violence is not vigour, 
that cruelty i is not ſeverity. : 
Government, by aſſuming this Aigviled attĩ- 
tude, by exerting all the firmneſs without any of 
the acrimony, of a rigorous policy, will beſt ſe- 
cute the public ſafety, and bulls the machinations 
of the factious. 
I do vot ſpeak this voice of folewti Abet 
from aſſectation or pedantry—when I vrite I dip 
my pen in my heart. I am impreſſed with the 
moſt awful ſenſe of the . which threaten 
my country. Tune events on the Continent have 
ſpread a gloom over my mind. It has pleaſed 
Providence, whoſe ways are unſearchable, and 
who works for ends beyond the limits of human 
ſagacity, by means above the ſphere of human 
comprebenſion, to give victory to armies arrayed 
_ againft the civil order of mankind. I came to 
the undertaking: which J bave now brought to a 
coneluſion, with other hopes, with a more joyous 
temper of mind looked forward to the exem- 
plary puniſhment of ſucceſsful wickedneſs, for the 
diſſolution of the involuntary ſcepticiſin, which, 
8 its 1 had ſtolen 3 me. 


-” 


SEPE 


[ 79 


S. IPE mihi dubiam traxit ſententia mentem 
Curarent Superi terras, an nullus ineſſet 
Rector, & incerto fluerent mortalia caſu. 

Nam cum diſpoſiti quæ ſiſſem fœedera mundi, 
Præſeriptoſque maris fines, annique meatus, 

Et lucis, noctiſque vices: tune omnia rebar 
Conſilio flrmata Dei, qui lege moveri 
Sidera, qui fruges diverſo temporo naſci, 

Qui variam Phœben alieno juſſerit igne 
Compleri, ſolemque ſuo: porrexerit undis 

Litora : tellurem medio libraverit axe. 

Sed, cum res hominum tanta caligine volvi 
Adſpicerem, letoſque diu florere nocentes, 
Vexarique pios: rurſus labefacta cadebat 
Relligio, cauſſæque viam non ſponte ſequebar 
Alterius, vacuo quz currere ſemina motu 
Affirmat, magnumque novas per inane figuras 
Fortuna, non arte, regi: que Numina ſenſu 
Ambiguo vel nulla putat, vel neſcia noſtri. 
Abſtulit hune tandem Rufini pœna tumultum, 
Abſolvitque Deos, jam non ad culmina rerum 
Injuſtos creviſſe queror. tolluntur in altum, 
Vt lapſu graviore ruant 
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' OFTEN have doubts ariſen in my mind, 
Whether a God took care of human kind, 
Whether eternal Juſtice rul'd the ball, | 
Or Chance, blind arbitreſs, directed all; ; 
Upwards, whene er I caſt my raptur d W 
And view d the ſtructure of the ſtarry ſkies, | 
Beheld the Sun purſue hig bright career, 
And trac d the wonders Q the rolling year, P 
Saw the proud Sea its ated tides fulſil - 
Methoug oh its waves obey'd a Maſter's will, a 
"i God appear to guide the vaſt deſign, 
He gave the Night to gloom, the Day to * | 
He cloth'd the Moon's dark orb with n rays, 
With native fire ſupply d. the ſolar blaze 
The ſeaſons He diſpos'd in myſtic, range, | 
With various fruits 4dorn'd the gratefiil change; 3 
He bade the waves feſpect the ſubject ſarids, : 
Earth, in the centre, balanc'd with his hands: | 
But when I turn'd my aching fight bel wo, .) 
And ſaw the various forms of. human vs i F 5 
Saw anguiſh clinging to the virtuous breaſt, 

The wicked proſper, and the good oppreſt, 
I knew not where the awful truth to find, 

faith was ſtagger'd, and confix'd my wine; 
Spite of myſelf, gr douhts poſſeſs d my breaſt, 
And what my heart abhorr'd,. my head conteſt ; 
L half-believ'd what erring men advance 
- Of crowding atoms, and the reign of Chance. 
My doubts have ceas'd, fitice I beheld thy fall, 
A Gad;*tis ſure, Rufinus, governs all. 
Oft are the wicked -lifted up on high, - 
But their ſucceſs not long inſults the ſky 5 . 
-Their fate is fix d; the higher they aſcend, 
The heavier fall awaits them in the end. 


N 
4 Ecos againft R ois · 


1 beg the abel ae vin forgive this looſe tranſlation or rather 


empt, was to give ſuch fair readers 
zs may caſt an eye on theſe Pager, Tome faint notion of the benni ol 
the __ | 


THE END. 


